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REPACE. 



This Old Testament History is a reprint, in a 
cheap form, of the work published by the Henziger 
Brothers, and now extensively used in the Catholic 
Schools of England and America.* 

Shortness in the chapters, pithiness in the sen- 
tences, and a great condensation of matter, render 
this work most useful for schools. For the conve- 
nience of teachers, the chapters have been divided 
into numbered paragraphs, and questions have been 
added to aid the pupil. 

1'he New Testament History, by the same Author, 
is published, uniform with this book. 

* Bible History. By a Priest Friee Tiro ShiUinffS. 
lUnstrated. Bicbardson and Son, Derby. Siace the first 
appearance of this work, the author has been oonseorated 
Bishop of GleTelaDd— the Bight Be?. Biehard Gilmoor. 







HISTORY OF 
THE OLD TESTAMENT, 



AGE I. 

FROM ADAM TO ABRAHAM. 

CONTAINING 2083 YBAKS. 

Chapter 1.— The Creation of the World 

[a.m. 1, A.C. 4000.] — 1. Ill the beginniug God 
created the heAvenH aud the earth. The earth wa>4 
▼«)id and empty, and darknesH was on the face of 
the deep. Then God said: *'Let there be lit^lit!*' 
and light was made. This was the work of the 
iirHt dav. 

2. On the second day was created the firmament, 
with all its expansive beauty. 

On the third day God gathered together the 
waters into one place, and commanded the dry 
]and to appear; the waters He called sea, and the 
dry land earth. Thus were formed the fountains, 
the streams, and the rivers. 

3. Then God commanded the earth to brin<^ 
forth plants, aud green trees, and flowers of many 
various forms and ditferent colours. 

On the fourth day were made the great lights 
that shine in the heavens, the sun, the moon, and 
the stars. On the fifth day the fish that are in 

Chapter i.— What was done in the beginning? How was 
the earth created ? What did God create on the first day | 
What on the second ? What on the third 1 What were the 
waters called P What did the earth bring fortli ? What was 
created on the fourth day ? 
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Ilie waiters, and the birdjs tliiit are in the air, were 
created. 

4. Tlve Mzth day 6od created all manner of 
living ereatures that are tipoii the earth, eacii in 
its kind. 

At last He said: **Iiet lam make man to our own 
image and likeness, and let dim have dominion 
over the whole earth." So God Tormed man out 
of the slime of tlie earth, and breathed into him an 
immortal soul, and called him Adem, ihtat io^ taken 
from the earlli. God saw all the tilings that lid 
had made, and they were good. 80 He rested on 
the seventh day, and blesHed it^ 

5. As Qod created man on the sixth day of oreation,^ so on 
Good Friday, the sixth day of Holy Week, He redeemed him. 
And as the body of the first Adam was formed from the earth 
whilst it was yet pure and blessed, so was Jesus Christ, the 
second Adam, bom of Mary, a Virgin, pure and without ori- 
grinal sin. 

Chapter 2.— Happiness of Adam and Et^e 

in Paradise. — 1. The heavens and the earth 
being finished, God planted a garden, a terrestrial 
paradise, in which were all manner of trees and 
precious fruits. In the midst thereof He placed 
two treesy one the tree of life, the other the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil. God then told 
Adam he might eat of the fniit of every tree in the 
garden, but "of the fruit of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, he should not eat; for ou the day 
he would eat, he should surely die." 
2. Then God bk*ought before Adam all the beasts 

What was created on the fifth day P And sixth P Why did 
God call the first man Adam? What did God do on the 
seventh day P 

Chapter t.->-What was placed in Paradise P What are the 
names of the iFees ? What was to happen if Adam eat the 
frail t What were broug^ht before Adam f 
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of the earth, that he might give to each its name. 
But for Adam there was not foand a companion 
like to himself. Arid Qod said : ** It is not good 
for. man to be alone', lot us make a helpmate like 
unto himself." . 80 God caHt a deep sleep upon 
^dam, and from his side took a rib, which He 
formed into a woman. When Adam awoke, Ood 
brought the woman to him, and he called her Eve» 
that is, the mother of all the living. 

3. Whilst Adam and Eve were in Paradise, Qod treated them 
as a father does hia children, and thej were happy ; at the 
same time the tree of life preserved them from siokness and 
death. .Tlie tree of life was a fisf nre of tiie Sacrament of the 
Altar, of which it is written : '* He who is fed by it shall live 
for ever." 

Chapter 3.— The Angels, and the Fall of our 

First Parents. — l. £eHides the visible world, 
God also created an invisible world, namely. His 
angels. At first thej were good and perfectly 
happy ; but in time they became dazzled witii their 
own perfiectioDs, and, yielding to pride, revolted 
against God. Michael, and the other angels that 
remained faithful, fought against them, van- 
quished and overthrew them, together with, their 
leader, Lucifer^ who is also culled Siitan* 

2. But'iSatan, fallen and lost, began to contrast 
his misery with man*s happiness, and, raging with 
anger and envy, resolved to seduce man from his 
obedience to Ood. For this end, he made use ot* 
the serpent. ... 

3. One ^ay, while Eve was looking at the for- 

What was not found ? Of what was- the woman formed ? 
What does Eve mean P What is said of Paradise ? And of the 
tree of life P 

Chapter 3.— What was created P At first, what were they? 
How did they fall? What is said of Satan P How did he 
tempt Eve / 
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liis spite, Gain one day asked 'Abel to go with him 
into the fields. There lie rose up against hig 
brother and slew. him. As soon as the blood of tlie 
innocent Abel stained tiie ground, God cried 0ut 
to Cain: •; Where is thy brother?" But Cain, 
hardened in his crime, answered, "he did Hot 
know ; nor was he his brother's keeper." 

4. But God, from whom nothing can be hid, 
told Cain that Abel's blood cried to Him for 
vengeance, and, because he hlid dared to touch his 
brotiier^ he ebouild be a fugitive and a vagabond 
on the face of the earth. When Cain heard this 
sentence of God, he gave way to despair, saying: 
'* My sin is too great to be pardoned." So God 
set a mark upon him, and he went forth, a wan- 
derer and a fugitive upon tbejace of the earth. 

5. The mnrdered Abel is a figure of Jesus Cbrisfc, while 
Cain is a figure of the traitor Judas and the Jewish people, 
who put our Saviour to death; 

Chapter 6.— The Deluge. [a..m. 1656, a^c. 

2344.] — 1. The descendants of Adam were divided 
into two classes, theyoo^^and the bad. To cousQle 
Adam for the death of Abel, God gave him tlie 
pious Seth. Seth's posterity were knowii as tlie 
children of God, while the descendants of Cain 
vere v^ry wicked. 

2. By degrees mankind became corrupt, Noe 
aloi'ie remaining just. O^od bade Noe build an 
Ark, for in a hundred years He would destroy by 
a deluge every living creature on the face of the 

How did Cain act T How did he answer God ? What was 
Cain*s sentence P What is said of Abel and Christ? Of Cain 
and Judas? , • . . ■ 

Chapter 6. — How were men divided ? Who descended from 
Seth ? Who from CainP Who alone remained just? What 
did Noe build P . 
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earth. The following are the dioiensions and the 
construction of the ark: its length, tliree hundred 
cubits ;. its breadth, fifty ; and ita height, thirty 
cubits. In the upper part was a window, and in 
the pide a door. 

S. For a hundred years Noe' laboured on the 
construction of the Ark. During this time he 
preached penance to the wicked, and warned them 
of the evils that were to come, but they heeded 
him not. Then God commanded him to go iiito 
the Ark, and to take with him his wife, and his three 
sons and their wives; moreover to take with him of 
every animal two of a sort, and food sufBcient. 

4. After seven days the deluge came. Tfhe 
fountains of the great deep were broken up, and 
the fiood-gates of heaven were opened, but the Ark 
floated peacefully upon the waters. Overwhelmed 
with despair^ men began to climb the trees, and in 
vain to ascend th'e hills. The waters continued to 
increase, until they had risen fifteen cubils above 
the tops of the highest mountains. 

5. Thus perished every living thing that then 
moved upon the earth : from man to the beasts of 
tlie earth ; from the birds in the air to the reptiles 
on the ground; Noe and all that were in the Ark 
alone remarned. 

Noe IB a fignireof Jesus Christ, as the Ark is a figure of the 
Catlidlie Chureh. 

Chapter 7.— The Sacr^fiqe of Npe. [a.m. 1667, 

▲.c. 2343.] — 1. Wiien the waters ha<l covered the 
earth for a hundred and fifty days, God remei^- 

How lon^ was Noe building the Ark ? Who went into the 
Ark t When difd the Deltig^ eome f What is said of the Aik f 
W hat of men P W hat perished ? 

Cliapter 7.--*How long did the Deluge continue f 
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bered Noe,and sent a warm wind, that bj degrees 
abated the waters^ Soon the mountains began to 
appear, and in the seventh month the Ark z^ested 
on the top of Mount Afarat, in Armenia. 

2. Noe, eager to learn if the waters had subsided, 
opened the window of the Ark and sent forth a 
raven, which did not return j. then he sent forth a 
dove, which, not finding where her foot mio:hfe 
rest, returned to the Ark. After seven days, Noe 
again sent fortli the dove^ which returned in the 
evening, carrying in its beak an olive branch. By 
this Noe knew that the waters were abated, upon 
the earth. At the command of Q^od^ Noe and his 
wife, and his sons and his sons' wives, and every 
living creature that was with them, went forth 
from the Ark, after having been shut up in it for 
a whole year; 

3. I^illed with gratitude, Noe built an altar, 
and, taking of the animals that were pure, offered 
sacrifice to the Lord. G^od was pleased with him 
for this, and set His rainbow in the heavens. 
Then Ood blessed Noe and his sons, and said to 
them : ** Beliold, I will establish My covenant 
with you, and with your posterity. There shall be 
no more a deluge to destroy all fleshy Wiiile the 
earth exists, seed«time and harvest, summer and 
winter, day and night, shall not cease. And the 
arc that I have placed in the clouds shall be the 
sign of Mjr covenant with you." 

4. Tl)e imponifeeiit sinner is like the raven thi^t retnmed sot 
to the Ark, while the do^e ia like the faithful soul that finds 
its rest only in Jesns Christ and His Charoh. 

Where did the Ark rest ? How did Noe know the waters were 
fifone P How long was Noe in the Ark? What did Noe offer ? 
What covenant did God make P What is said of the raven 
and the dove ? 



THE 80TT8 OF NOB. 11 

Ohapter 8.— The Sons of Noe. [iv. 1658, 

A.C. 2342. J — 1. Noe had tliree sons, — Sem, Cham, 
and Japhet. Together with them he tilled the 
ground and planted the 71 ne. When the yintage 
came, not knowing the strength of wine, he drank 
too freelj, and becoming drunk, lay in his tent. 
Cham, finding him in this condition, laughed, and 
going, told his brothers what he had seen. 

2. But they, filled with reverence, and moved 
with filial love, took a cloak, and putting it upon 
their shoulders, turned away their eyes, and going 
backward, covered their father. . When Noe awoke, 
and learned what had taken place, *' Cursed be 
Cham," said he, " but blessed be Sem and Japhet." 

The Tower of BabeL [a.m. 1757, a.c. 2243.]— 

3. Soon the descendants of Noe began so to mul- 
tiply that they could no longer dwell together in 
the same place. In their pride, before separating, 
they resolved to build a city and a tower that 
would reach to heaven. But Q-od easily confounded 
them in their foolish project* On a sudden their 
language was confused, and they could not under- 
stand one another. Before this there had been 
but one language, but now there were many. The 
city and the tower were abandoned, and the 
people dispersed, 

4. The posterity of Sem waar spread over the 
greater part of Asia. Prom him are descended 
the Israelites, the chosen people of Ood. The 

Chapter H. — What is said of Nrtei's sons ? What hsippened 
to Noe ? What did Cham do ? What did Sem and Japhet do ? 
What did Noe do? What is said of the lower Of Babel? 
What did God do? What was confused? Where did the 
people go? 
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descQDclaDtg ftf Oham went to Afriea, whiljp the 
children of Japhet passed over to Europe. 

' 5. Th« pride of Babel led to the coiifasion of liCngfnaflrei ; 
while, on Feutecoit, the humility of the ApostUs led to their 

union. 

Bitd o/ the First Age. « 



THB KAMB8 AND AOBS OF THB FIRST TBN PATBIASCHS, 

FAOM ADAH TO MOB. 
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Boftir 


DIKD 


AGS 


1. Adam 


•.* 


... 




930 


930 


2. Seth ... 


... 


... 


130 


\0\l 


912 


3. £no8... 


••• 


•«. 


235 


1140 


905 


4 Cainan 


... 


... 


325 


12 <5 


910 


5. Malaleel 


... 


... 


395 


1290 


895 


6. Jared... 


... 


•.. 


460 


1422 


962 


7. Enoch 


.«• 


... 


6-22 


987 


365 


8. Matbasalem 


•.. 


... 


687 


1656 


969 


9. Lamech 


... 


... 


874 


1651 


777 


10. Noe ... 


••• 


••■ 


1057 


2006 


950 



By tbiB it will be seen to what an advanced age 
the early patriarchs lived.' Adam lived 930 years ; 
Lamech, Noe*s father, was born in the year 874; 
8o Noe's father lived 56 years with Adam, and Noe 
himself lived 128 years with Tiiare, Abraham's 
father. Thus, from Abraham to Adam there were 
but three persons, and from Abraham to Moses 
it was v.ery easy to hand down traditions. Henee, 
there was no difficulty in Moses writing about 
the creation and the e'arly history of the world, 
as we find it related in the Bible. 

Where did the descendantB of Sem go P Who are descended 
from Sem ? , Who are descended from Cham f and who irom 
Japhet f What is said of Babel and Pentecost P 



AGE II. 

FROM THE CALL OF ABRAHAM TO 

MOSES. 

CONTAINING 430 YEARS. 

Chapter 9.— The Gall of Abrabaiou [a.i^. 

2083, A.c. 1917.] — 1. At Haran, in the midat of a 
wicked world, tiiere lived a Clialdee named Abra-* 
ham, a most upright man. God chose liim, iKiit 
through )iim the knowledge of the true G-od and 
the hope in the promised Bedeemer might be pre- 
served among men. For this reason, the Lord 
commanded Abraham to leave his country and' his 
kinsfolks, and go into a strange land. God more- 
ovelr promised that Abraham should be the father 
of a gr^at people, and that in him all nations 
should be blessed^ 

2. Abraham obeyed, afid, with Sarah his wife, 
and Lot. his nephew, together with his servants 
and flocks, came into Chanaan, a land flowing 
with milk and honej. Here the Lord appeared to 
Abraham, and promised to give him and his 
posterity that kmd. In. gratitude, Abraham built 
an altar, and offered sacriflce to the Lord. 

Chapter 10,-~The Virtues of Abraham^— 

1. Hi& love of peace. — In time, because of tlie 
scarcity of pasturCf quarrels arose between the 
herdsjQQen of Abraham and the herdsmen of his 
nephew Lot; so Abraham, who loved peace rather 

Chapter g.— What is said of Abraham f Where did God send 
Abraham? Why? What did God promise P Where did 
Abraham come? Wliat is said of Chanakn f 
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than gain, thought it better that he and Lot should 
part. He gave Lot the choice to go either to the 
right or to the left. Lot cliose the coimtry about 
the J4>rdan, and dwelt in Sodouii while Abmrfaaua 
remained at Hebron. 

2. Hiis disinterestedneei^'^'Not long after this 
there came into that country strange kingrt, who 
pillaged the citieM of Sodom and G-omorHia, took 
Lot captive, and carried off with them all his sub- 
stance. When Abraham heard this sad newM, he 
gathered together three hundred of his servants^ 
and pursuin*;, defeated thoHe kings, delivered Lot« 
and recovering all his substance, led him back 
to his own country. 

3. It was on this occasion Abraham was met hj 
Melcbisedech, King of Salem, and priest; of the 
Most High, who, offering sacrifice of bread and 
v^ine, blessed Abraham. At the same time, the 
King of Sodom offered Abraham all the booty 
that had been taken, only to restore the captives ; 
but Abraham would take nothing. 

4. In this victory over the foreign kingrs, we have a type of 
Christ's victory over the powers of hell. The saorifioe of 
Melohiaedech in bread and wine was a symbol of the Saorifioe 
of the Mass, whioh is also offered under the appearance of 
bread and wine. 

6. Ahrdham^8 faith, — One night, God led Abra- 
ham to the door of his tent, and said to him: 
*' Lift up your eyes to heaven, and count the stars,, 
if you can ; thus shall your posterity be multiplied 
upon the earth." 

Chapter io.^How <1id Abraham show his love for peace? 
What is said of Lot P Where did he go ? Where did Abraham 
remain ? What is said about So<iom and Gomorrha ? Who 
was taken capiive P What did Abraham do 7 Whom did he 
meet when returning p What is said of Mclchisedcch's sacri- 
fice P What did God promise Abraham P 
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6. Ood again appeared to him, and conGrmed 
His former promise, adding that He would make 
a covenant with him. In return, God required' 
^braliam to serve Him faith i'ullj. To confirm 
this covenant between them, God promised Abra- 
ham a fioii, whose name should be called lifliae. 
Abraham believed the word of the Lord, and hi« 
faith, confirmed bj his works, was imputed to 
)iim. It was on this occasion that God prescribed 
the ceremony of circumcision. 

Chapter 11.— Abraham's Hospitality.— 1. 

During the extreme heat of the daj, three stran* 
gers approached Abraham's tent« As soon aa he 
saw them, bowing himself to the ground, he said to 
the most distinguished of them: ** Mj lord, past 
not by the door of my tent ; stop and rest under 
the shade of the tree, and I will set before you a 
little bread, that you may refresh yourself." 

2. Tlien Sarah hastened to make flour cakes 
upon the hearth, whilst Abraham chose a tender 
calf from the flock, and hastening, gave it to the 
servants to dress and boil; then he took milk and 
butter, and the calf and the cakes, and set them 
before the strangers, while he stood by to serve 
them. 

3. When they had eaten, he who appeared chief 
among the strangers, told Abraham that in a year 
he would return, and by that time Sarah, his wife, 
would have a son. When Abraham heard this, he 
knew that it was God Himself, accompanied by 
two angels, whom he had entertained. 

What did God make with Abraham P Who was Isaac P 
What did Go<l prescribe p 

Chapter 1 1. — Vlho approached Abraham's tent P What did 
Sarah and Abraham doP What did the strangers promise P 
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4. Abraham*^ love of his neighbour, — ^When tho 
three Btraiigers departed, Abraliam accompanied 
tneui some distance on their journey to Sodom. 
On the way, the Lord told Abraham of the iniquity 
of So(k)m and Gomorrha, and how He was about 
to destroy the two wicked cities. When Abpahatn 
heard this, full of charity for his erring neighbours, 
he besought the Lord not to destroy the just with 
the unjust. 

5. Pleading, he besought the Lord to spare the 
sinful cities of the plain, if there could be found 
in them fifty just. And when the Lord yielded to 
his prayer, he yet again and again urged, until the 
Lord agreed, if ten just could be found, not to. 
destroy Sodom. But ten just could not be found ; 
therefore on the following morning came the 
punishment, as terrible in its severity as it was 
strange in its novelty. 

6. l?he Lord having left the two angels, they 
came to Lot, in Sodom. On the morrow they led 
liot^ his wife, and his two daughters forth from 
the place ; then the Lord rained down fire and 
brimstone on the unfortunate cities, destroying 
them with all their inhabitants. But Lot's wife, 
forgetting the cominand of the angels, looked 
back, and, for her curiosity, was on the spot turned 
into a pillar of salt. The country round about 
was turned into a sulphurous lake — now known as 
the Dead Sea — which will ever remain a monu- 
ment of the wrath of God for the sins of men. 

Whom did Abraham accompany P What did the Lord tell 
him P For what did Abraham plead ? What came on the 
morrow P Who were saved P What happened to Lot's wife ? * 
What were Sodom and Gomorrha tiirned intoP Wtiat is its 
name P 
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Chapter 12.— Abraham's spirit of self-sacri- 

JD.ce. — I. As had been foretold, the year after tiiQ 
destruction of Sodom, Isaac was born. His father 
loved him most tenderly, because he had' been 
born to him iu his old age. Que night, God, that 
He might try him, commanded Abraham to take 
his beloved Isaac, and to go up iuto Mount Moria, 
and there to sacrifice him. 

2. Without a word Abraham rose, and, cutting 
vrood, placed it on an ass, and taking with him his 
son and two servants, went forth as the Lord had 
commanded him. On the third day, seeing iu the 
distance the place whither he had been commanded 
to go, he ordered the servants to rest, while he 
and Isaac would go up the mountain. 

3. Then Abraham put the wood on Isaac's 
shoulders, and they went on together. On the 
way, Isaac remarked that they had the fire and the 
wood with them, but they had no victim for the 
sacrifice. But his father assured him God would 
provide a victim. When thej were come to the 
place God had showed them, Abraham built an 
altar, and, placing the wood upon it, bound Isaac, 
and laid him also upon it; then he took the sword 
to Hacrifice his much-loved son. 

4. Just as Abraham was about to strike, an 
angel touched his hand, and told him not to harm 
the boy; that the Lord was satisfied, since for 
His sake he had not «pared his only-begotteo sou* 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw behind him a 
ram sticking among the bushes; takiug it, he 
offered it instead of his son. 

Chapter 1 3. — Who was bom ? How did God test Abraham's 
faith? What did Isaac remaik ? What did Abraham do? 
liow was Isaac saved ? 

2 OT 
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5. The angel spoke again to Abraham, telling 
him the Lord would bless him for this offering he 
had made ; that his posterity would be as numerous 
as the sand of the sea ; and that from him would 
be born Oirs in whom all nations would be blessed. 

Chapter 13.— Isaac marries Rebecca. [a.m. 

2148, A.c. 1852.] — 1. When Abraham iiad growu 
old, he became anxious to choose for his son a 
wife who feared God. Therefore, calling his 
faithful servant Eliezer, he sent him into Mesopo* 
tamia, that amongst his own friends and kinsfolk 
lie might seek for a wife for Isaac. Eliezer took 
ten camels, and, loading them with his master's 
goods, departed for the city of Haran, where 
Abraham's brother Nachor lived. 

2. When Eliezer approached the city, he made 
the camels lie down bj the wells, where the women 
were wont to draw water; then he prayed thus to 
the Lord: '*0 Lord, this day come to my help, and 
have mercy upon my coaster Abraham. Soon the 
young women of the city will come forth to draw 
water ; grant, therefore, that the maid who shall 
say to me: 'Drink» and I will give thy camels also 
to drink,' may be, O Lord, the same whom Thou 
hast provided for Thy servant Isaac." 

3. Scarce had he finished, when there came forth 
from the city a young woman, named Bebecca, as 
modest as she was beautiful. On her shoulders 
she carried a pitcher. When she had filled it, 
Eliezer said to her : '* Give me to drink." She 
answered : " Drink ;" and kindly offered him the 

TThat promises did God inakeP 

Chapter 13. — What did Abraham wish to choose P Whom 
did he send T Wliat was EUezer*s prayer f 

V 
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pitcher. Then she said : " I will also draw water 
for your camels." 

4. When the servant heard this, he stood awhile 
in silent amazement^ watching till she had given 
the camels to drink; then he gave her ear-rin^s 
and golden bracelets, and asked whose daughter 
she was, and whether there was room in her 
father's house for him to lodge. In answer, she 
told him she was the daughter of Bathue), the son 
of Nachor, and moreover, there was room at her 
father's, together with plenty of straw and hay. 
When Eliezer heard this, he adored G-od) ^ho had 
brought his journey to so successful an end. 

5. He then went to Bathuel's house, but would 
neither eat nor drink till he had delivered his raes- 
eage. When they all heard for what he had come, 
and what had happened, Laban, Eebecca's brother, 
as also Bathuel, her father, said : " G-od had 
directed all these events, and that he should take 
Bebecca with him.'' 

6. Then Eliezer again adored God, and, bringing 
forth vessels of silver and gold, and rich garments, 
gave them to Bebecca. He also gave presents to 
her mother and her brothers. A banquet was pre- 
pared ; they eat, drank, and made merry. In the 
morning, Rebecca's parents and her brothers 
blessed her, and she left her father's home to 
become the wife of Jsaac. 

Abraham lived to the advanced age of a hundred 
and seventy.five years. God blessed him in all his 
works, and he died full of grace and virtues. 

How did it turn out P What did Eliezer give Rebecca ? 
What did she tell him ? Where did Eliezer go ? What hap- 
pened ? Where did Rebecca go ? How old was Abraham 
when he died P 
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Chapter 14.— Esau and Jacob, [a.m. 2168, 

A.c. 1832.] — 1. Eor twenty years Isaac and Ifce- 
becca lived together before God blessed them with 
children. They prayed to the Lord, and He gave 
them two sons : Esau, the first born, and Jacob, 
the second. Esau was red and hairy, and rough 
in his manners ; but Jacob was smooth, and of a 
geatle disposition. E^au became a hunter and 
a husbandman, while Jacob was a shepherd. 

2. Isaac loved the bold and courageous Esau, 
and eat with delight the game which he brought 
irom the chase ; but !Bebeeca loved rather the 
smooth and gentle Jacob, because God had told 
her he would yet rule his elder brother. 

3. One day, Jacob had prepared a dish oflentil 
.pottage, when Esau, who was returning from the 
chase, met him, and asked him for it. But Jacob 
refused, unless Esau would sell him his birthright. 
So Esau, thinking lightly of the matter, sold Lis 
birthright for a mess of pottage. 

This transfer of Esau's birthright to Jacob was symbolical 
of the Jews, who, in the time of Christ, rejected the Gospel, 
and their rights were transferred to the Gentiles, who were 
chosen in their stead. 

4j. When Isaac had grown old, and his eyes were 
dim, he one day called Esau to his bedside, and 
told him to go into the fields, and when he had 
taken some game, to make him a savoury dish, 
that he might bless him before he died. Bebecca 
overheard this conversation ; as soon as Esau bad 
gone out, she called Jacob, and bade him hasteu 

Chapter i4.^What Sons had Isaac and Rebecca? What 

was Esau ? What was Jacob? What had Jacob prepared ? 

Who asked for it ? What did Jacob ask him to sell ? For 

. what did Esau sell his birthright ? Of what is this transfer of 

the birthright a pictuie ? 
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and bring two kids, that she might prepare a diBh' 
for his father, that carrying it in, he might get his 
father's blessing instead of Esau. 

5. At first Jacob objected, lest his father wonld 
discover the fraud, and thus, instead of a blessing, 
he would receive a curse. But Rebecca ovet'came 
his objection, and clothing him in the skin of a kid, 
sent him to his father. 

Isaac doubted, but calling Jacob to him, and 
touching him, he said : " The voice is the voice of 
Jacob, but the hands -are the hands of Esau." So 
he eat, and blessed Jacob. 

6. Scarce had Jacob gone out, when Esau 
entered with what he had caught in the chase. 
When Esau heard what had be^n done, he became 
very i|.ngry, accusing Jacob of having first robbed 
him of his birthright, and now of his father's 
blessing. From that day Esau hated Jacob, and 
threatened his life. Rebecca, seeing this, persuaded 
Jacob to go and stay for awhile at Haran, with 
her brother Laban, until Esau's anger would 
be appeased. Jacob consented, and immediately 
started on his journey. 

Chapter 15.— Jacob's Flight and Sojourn 

with Laban. [a.m. 2245, a.o. 1765.]— l. Night 
overtook Jacob on his journey. Wearied, he took 
a stone and placed it under his head whilst he 
slept. In his sleep, he saw a ladder, whose foot 
rested upon the earth, and its top reached up to 
heaven. He saw, besides, angels ascending and 
descending upon it, whilst the Lord leaned on its 

How did Jacob get his father's blessing ? What was Jacob's 
objection P How did he succeed f When Esau discovered the 
fraud, how did he act ? Where did Jacob go P 

Chapter 15.— Describe Jacob's ladder. 
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top. The Lord spoke* to bim, and promised to 
give him, and his posterity after hinij the land on 
which he then slept. 

2. When Jacob awoke, he took the stone on 
which he had slept, and set it up for a title ; then 
he poured oil upon it, and called the place Bethel^ 
1 hat is, the house of Qod. Bethel is a figure of the 
Church, where Jesus Christ Himself dwells, and 
in. which the angels, more effectually than by tiiia 
mysterious ladder, carry our prayers to God, aud 
brin^ again His graces to us. 

3. Jacob continued his journey, and came to a 
well around which three flocks of sheep were lying. 
He asked the shepherds if they knew Labau. 
Tikey said they did, and pointed to Bachel his 
daughter, who was* driving her flocks also to the 
well. When Jacob saw her, he hastened to take 
away the stone that covered the well, and helped 
her to give drink to her flocks. He then told her 
who he was. 

4. When Bachel heard that he was her cou»in, 
she ran home to tell her father, who came in haste 
1o meet Jacob, and embracing him, led him into 
his house.. Jacob remained tweni;y years with 
Xjaban, tending his flocks. In many ways Laban 
strove to lesMen Jacob's wages ; but as often as he 
strove to injure Jacob, God blessed him, until 
Jacob became immensely rich. In time, Jacob 
married Bachel, and also her sister Lea. 

•Ohapter 16.— Jacob*s Return. [A.if . 2265, a.o. 

1735.] — 1. Owing to Jacob's great wealth, Labau 

What did God promise? What does Bethel mean ? What 
is said of Bethel and the Church P Whom did Jacob meet 
at the well ? What happened ? How long did Jacob serve 
Labau ? Whom diU lie marry ? 
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became extremely jealous of him. At the eommand 
of God, Jacob gathered togetlier all his servautsy 
und his flocks of sheep, and of goats, aud of 
camels, and of asses, and went into his owa 
country. When he arrived at the banks of the 
Jordan, a river that marks the limits of Chanaan, 
he began to fear the former anger of Esau. He 
tlien sent messengers to make peace with him ; 
but, without giving an answer, Esau came to meet 
Lis brother, accompanied by four hundred men. 

2. When Jacob heard this, he was much alarmed, 
and prayed God to deliver him out of his brother's 
hands. During the night an angel appeared to 
liim, and wrestled with him till the morning. Be- 
fore the angel left him» he changed his name from 
Jacob to Israel t that is to say, 'strong against God. 

3. This contest of the angel with Jacob is a lively figure of 
the Church. Pagan emperors, heresiarohs, and, above all, 
bell, have made constant war against her; but as Jacob was 
not overcome by the angel, neither has the Church been 
overcome, nor shall she be to the end of time. 

4. In the morning, Jacob saw Esau coming 
towards him» He hastened to divide his children, 
and his servants, and his flocks, into two com- 
panies; then, advancing to meet Esau, bowed him- 
self seven times before him. The brothers em- 
braced and wept for joy ; Jacob's children also 
advancing, bowed themselves before Esau. 

5. After a short delay the brothers parted, and 
Jacob pursued his journey; penetrated with a 
lively sense of the divine protection; he came into 
the land of Ghauaan. When his old father saw 

Chapter i6.— How did Laban act towards Jacob? What 
did Jacob gather together ? What happened at the Jordan ? 
With whom did Jacob wrestle ? What does Israel mean ? How 
is Jacob's contest a figure of the Church P How did Esau and 
Jacob meet? 
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him, lie was much rejoiced, and gave Gtod tbanlrfl 
that his son had retutn«d. Isaac died at the 
advanced age of a hundi^ed and eighty years, and 
was buried by his sons, Esau and Jacob. 

Chapter 17.— Joseph in his father*s house. 

— 1. Jacob had twelve sons, of whom Joseph was 
the best. His father loved him above all his 
brothers ; and when they saw the coat of many 
colours, which his father made for him, they were 
filled with rage and envy. One day, while they 
were tending their flockH, his brothers committed 
a grievous fault. Joseph told his father, and by 
this only the more were his brothers enraged 
against him. 

2. On another occasion, Joseph told, his brothers 
a dream he had had. He appeared, he said, to be 
binding sheaves with them m the field, when sud- 
denly his sheaf rose up, and theirs, standing round 
about, bowed down to his. His brothers asked 
him, " If he wished to be their king ?** So they 
only hated him the more. 

8. Joseph had another dream, in which the snn^ 
and the moon, and eleven stars seemed to worship 
him. This time his father asked him: "Whether 
he expected that he and his mother and his 
brothers should worship him ?" But then, reflect- 
ing upon the whole matter, Jacob thought God 
might have great things in store for his son. 

Chapter 18,— Joseph sold into Egypt, [a-k. 

2286, ▲.€. 1714.] — 1. iiiome time after this, Jacob 
sent Joseph to see his brothers, who were feeding 

How old was Isaac when he died ? 

Chapter 1 7. —What is said of Joseph f Why did his brothers 
hate him P What were his dreams P 
Chapter 18.— Where was Joseph sent P 
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tlieir flocks at Sichem, tbat he might bring hixa 
back word how they were. But when the brothere 
eaw Joseph coming to them, they determined to* 
kill him, and cast him into a pit that was near by. 
When Ruben, the eldest brother, heard this cruelty 
of hifl brothers, he persuaded thenv to let him 
down alive into an empty cistern that was there. 
This he did hoping he might rescue the boy out of 
their hands. 

2. As soon as Joseph arrived, he was stripped 
of his coat of many colours, and cast into the 
empty cistern. Whilst his brothers were eating, 
they saw some Ismaelite merchants passing on 
their way to E^ypt, their camels carrying their 
merchandise. Then Juda advised his brothers not 
to kill Joseph, for he was their brother, and it 
would be better to sell him; so they drew him out 
of the cistern, and sold him to the Ismaelites for 
twenty pieces of silver. 

3. Kuben was absent when Joseph was sold, and 
returning shortly after, sought the boy, and not 
finding him, went, in much trouble, to the others 
to know what they had done with him; but they 
were indifferent to his inquiries. 

Then the brothers killed a kid, and dipping 

Joseph's coat in its blood, sent it to their father, 

pretending they had fbnnd it. Jacob knew the 

coat at once, and concluded a wild beast had killed 

his son. Bending his garments, and putting on 

eackcloth, he would not be comforted. 

4. tn maxiy respects, Joseph's lifa was a piotore of the lif# 
of Jesns Christ. Joeeph was hated by his brothers beoanse 

What did his brothers propose? What did Ruben say? 
What was done with Joseph P To whom was Joseph sold ? 
For how much f How did Ruben act ? What was done wiflj 
Joseph's coat ? How. did Jacob act when he saw the coat ? 
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of his great yirtaea ; Jesas wjm hated for Hit dootrines and 
the prophecies that foretold His greatness. Joseph was be- 
trajed, sold, and oalamniate<l ; so was Christ. Joseph 
triamphed in the ®^^ *^ ^^^ JeMos Christ. Joseph was 
made governor over Sl^ypt; Jeans is King of heaven and 
earth. Joseph saved his brothers ; Jesas Christ redeemed 
and saved mankind. 

Chapter 19.— Joseph in the house of Puti- 

fihar. [^.M. 2287, A.c. 1713.]—!. Wheii tlie 
smaelites carhe into Egypt, they sold Joseph to 
Putiphar, the chief officer in Pliarao's armj. God 
was with Joseph, so that whatever he undertook 
succeeded. Soou he was pLiced in charge of 
Putiphar's house. 

2. After some time, Pufciphar's wife strore to 
persuade him to commit a grievous sia, but he 
would not. However, she cbutinued to press her 
wishes, until one day, when she was more pressing 
than usual, Joseph fled, leaving his cloak in her 
hands. 

3. Finding she could not succeed, her love was 
turned into hatred, and seeing Joseph's cloak in 
her hands, resolved to rain the innocent young 
man. Then, with well-affected horror, she began 
to cry out against Joseph ; and when Putipliar 
came home, repeated her falsehoods and calumnies. 
Her husband believed her story, and seeing the 
cloak, became very angry, and cast Joseph into 
prison. 

Chapter 20.-Jo3eph in Prison, [^.ic. 2287, 

A.c. 1713.] — 1. Joseph soon ibund favour with the 
keeper of the prison. Here, as before with Puti- 

How was Joseph's life a picture of the life of jesas Christ? 
Chapter 19.— To whom was Joseph sold? Huw did Puti* 
phar's wife aa f Who cast Joseph into prison P 

Chapter to,— -What position did Joseph hold in the prison ? 
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pliar's house, Joseph was placed in charge of the 
other prisouerM. Two of FLarao*8 officers, the 
cup-bearer and chief bakeri were also cast iuto 
prison. 

2. On the same nigltt tliey had each a dream 
that uiade them very sad. lu the moruiug Joseph 
noticed their sorrow, and askiug why, tliey told 
him oi' their dreams, and that no ou» could inter* 
pret them. Joseph bade them tell tliem to hiiu. 
. 3. The cup-bearer said : *' I saw before me three 
branches of a vine, wliich, by degrees, grew aud 
blossomed, and at length brought forth grapen. I 
took tlie grapes and pressed them into the king's 
cup, and gave him to drink," When Joseph 
heard this he answered : '* The three branches are 
yet three days, when the king will restore you to 
your former dignity, and you shall present the cup 
as heretofore. Bemember me, aud speak to the 
king for. me, for, though cast iuto prison, 1 am 
innocent." 

4. Then the chief baker said : " I carried on my 
head three baskets of meal. In the uppermost 
were all kiuds of pastry, of which the birds came 
and eat." Joseph answered : ** The three baskets 
are three days, when the king .shall cut off your 
head, and hang your body on a gibbet, where the 
birds shall eat. your flesh." 

. 5. Three days after, everything happened as 
JoHcph had foretold: the king restored the cup- 
bearer, aud he preseuted the cup as before ; buC 
the baker he hanged on a gibbet. Tiie cup- 
bearer, however, iu his prosperity, forgot Joseph. 

»^hac happened in the prison 9 What was the cup^bearer*!^ 
dream ? What was the baker's i How were they fulfilled ^ 
Whom did the cup-bearer forget P 
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Ohapfter 21.— Joseph*8 Oreatnesd, [a.m. 2289, 

A.o. I7ll.]-^1. After two years Phfirao had a- 
dream. He seemed to stand on* the -bank of tlief 
Vile, while seven fat kine came up and, fed in tba 
marshes : then there came up seven other kinoi 
lean and ill-favoured, that devoured the fat kine.' 
After this the king awoke. 

2. Pbarao slept again, and dreamt another 
dream. He saw sdven ears of com,* full and fair, 
growing upon one stalk ; then he saw seven other 
ears grow up, thin and blasted, and these eat up 
the first. So Pharao awoke. In the morning the 
king sent for all the wise men and soothsayers of 
^gyp^> to whom he related his dreams, but no one 
could interpret them. - 

3. Then the cup-bearer remembered Joseph, 
and told the king how, in prison, Joseph had 
interpreted both hm and the chief baker's dream. 
Immediately Joseph was sent for. When the 
king related his dreams to him, Joseph told the 
king their interpretation depended not on him, 
but on God. ' 

4. ** This,*' said Joseph, " is the interpretation 
of your dreams: The seven fat kine and the seven 
full ears are seven years of plenty; the seven lean 
kine and the seven blasted ears are seven years of 
famine, which will follow and eat up all the abun- 
dance of the seven years of plenty. The famine 
shall be in all the land. Let, therefore, the king 
choose a wise man, and make him ruler over 
Egypt ; and let him, during the years of abun- 
dance, gather the crops into public granaries, that 

Chapter «t.— -What was Pharao's first dream? What tils 
second P Who could not interpret the dreams T Who could P 
What was the interpretation of the dreams P 
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there may be food againat the 8e?en years of 
famine.'* 

5. This counsel pleased Fharao, and, admiring 
the wisdom and prudence that appeared in Joseph, 
he chose him. Then he took the ring from his 
own £nger, and put it upon Joseph's, and putting 
upon him a silken robe, and round his neck a 
chain of gold, made him go up into his second 
chariot, while a herald went before, crying aloud : 
** Let all the people bow their knee before Joseph, 
who is made governor of Egypt." Pharao aUo 
changed Joseph's name, and called him ** Saviour 
of the world.** Joseph was then thirty years of 
age, 

Chapter 22.— Joseph's Brethren go into 

Egypt [a.m. 2296, A.C. 1704.]—!. During the 
seven years of plenty, Joseph stored up great 
quantities of wheat. As he had foretold, the 
famine came, and the people demanded bread from 
the king, but he sent them to Joseph, who opened 
the granaries atid gave out wheat. 

2. The famine passed also into the land of 
Ghanaan. Jacob, hearing there was wheat iti 
Egypt, sent ten of his sons thither, that they might 
•buy; but Benjamin, the youngest, he kept at 
home, lest any harm should befall him on the way. 
In time the brothers arrived in Egypt, and coming 
to Joseph, humbly bowed themselves before him. 
He knew them, but they did not know him. 

3. Joseph, began to charge them with being 
spies, but they declared their innocence, and how 

Who was made governor of Egypt t What was Joseph 
called ? 

Chapter SI. -<• After seven years, what happened? What 
did Joseph give Che people t What did Jacob do 7 Who was 
kept at home? How did the brothers appear before Joseph T 
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tliey bad come only to buy wheat. They also 
told him that originally they were twelve bro- 
thers ; that the youngest wan at home with their 
father, but the other was not living. Joseph, that 
be might farther try them, threatened to cast one 
of them into prison, until the others should return 
and bring their youngest brother, that he might 
see if ihey were men of truth or no. 

4. When the brothers saw theins^elves so harshly 
treated, they began to speak one to the other, not 
tliinking that Joseph understood what they said, 
as he had spoken to them only through an inter- 
preter. In their trouble they remembered how 
they had treated him, and acknowledged that 
their present treatment was a just punishment for 
their former cruelty to their younger brother. 
When Joseph heard this, going out, he wept. 

5. Then Simon was cast into prison, while the 
sacks of the others were filled with corn, and their 
money put secretly in each man's sack ; provisions 
were also given them for the journey. When all 
was ready, the brothers loaded their asses, and 
went their way. 

6. Coming to their father, they told him all that 
had happened ; and emptying their sacks, each, 
found the price of his corn. Great fear came 
upon them. When Jacob heard what had hap- 
pened, he began to lament his sad lot — how they 
would rob him of his children : Joseph was not, 
Simon was a prisoner, and now they would take 
Benjamin away. 

What did they tell Joseph p. What did he threaten ? What 
did the brothers say to each other f What did Joseph dof 
Who was cast into prison P What was done to the others ? 
What did they tell their father f What was foand in each man's 
sack P How did Jacob act ? ■ 
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Chap. 23.— Bexyamin goes down to Egypt. 

[a.m. 2297, A.c. 1703.J— 1. When their wheat was 
all eaten, Jacob ordered hia sons to go again into 
Egypt ; but Juda paid it was useless, unless they 
took Benjamin with them. After considering tl>e 
matter well, Jacob at ]engtli consented. Taking 
with them Benjamin, and double money, they 
started again. 

2. When they arrived in Eirypt, and Joseph saw 
Benjamin, he commanded his steward to bring 
them into the palace, that they might dine with 
him. The steward did as be was ordered. They, 
seeing what was done, became frightened, and 
began to think it was because pf the money they 
had found in their sac^s ; but the steward told 
them to fear not, and going, brpugbt Simon to 
them. 

8. When Joseph came in to sep them, they 
bowed down before him, and presentfed the gifts 
they had brought. He salutpd them l^ipdly, and 
asked for their father, if he yet lived, and if 
Ite were well. Having answered him, hp turned 
to Benjamin, and t>le8Bing him, went out, and for 
joy wept. 

4. Washing his face, he returned and prdered 
dinner. When he seated them each in the order 
of his age, they wondered exceedingly. To each 
he gave a share, but Benjamin's was five tiQies 
larger than that of any other. So they eat a^d 
drank, and made merry with Joseph. 

Chapter 33.— What did }acob order f "^at at ^rst did 
Jacob refuse P When they arrived in Egypt, what did Joseph 
command 7 How did the brothers feel P How dkl Joseph re* 
oeivelliem f How dird Joseph act towards Benjamin P How 
did Joseph scat bis brothers ? Whose share was (he greatest f 
How did the brlothers aa P 
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Chapter 24.— Joseph's silver cup.— 1. Joseph 

would again prove bis brothera, to see if thej 
were as jealous and hard-hearted toward BeDJa- 
miQ as tbej had been to himself; so, when the 
feast was ended, he bade his steward fill their 
sacks with corn, to put each man's money back 
into his sack, and his own silver cup into the sack 
of the youngest. The order was obeyed, aud 
in the morning they departed. 

2. But scarce were they gone, when Joseph sent 
his steward after them, charging them with re* 
turning evil for good, in having stolen his master's 
silver cup; When the sons of Jacob heard the 
accusation, they were overwhelmed with fear, and 
declared that with whomsoever the cup would be 
found, he should die* Hastening, they opened 
their sacks, and the cup was found in Benjamin's* 
'.Confounded^ they rgasied on each other, and rend- 
ing their garment^, returned to Joseph. 

d. They cast themselves at his feet, and Juda, 
in their name, said they had no excuse to make ; 
tliat they were thus justly punished for their 
Fins ; and that hereafter they would be his slaves. 
Joseph, however, declared that only he with whom 
the cap had been found should he his slave ; the 
(Hibers would be free to go. 

4» When Juda heard this he drew near to Joseph, 
acid told him how much it had cost their father to 
let. Benjamin go ; how be had pledged himself for 
the return of the boy; and how, if they returned 
without Benjamin, he feared it would kill their 
aged father; then Jiida offered himself to be slave, 
instead of his youQger brother Benjamin. 

Chapter 24.— What is said of Joseph^s silver cup P What 
did the brothers say? In mr hose sack- was the cup found? 
What did Juda oficr ? 
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6. Joseph could no longer restrain himaelP, but, 
bursting into tears, said to his brothers : '-^I am 
Joseph.*' They could not answer him, so great 
was their fear; but he spoke kindly to them, 
assuring them that all they had done to him had 
been directed by God. Then he asked how. his 
father was, and commanded his brothers to hasten 
and tell him of his son's glory ; to come down to 
Egypt, for there were yet five years of famine. 

When Fharao heard the news, he promised to 

five Jacob of the fat of Egypt. Then Joseph 
ismissed his brothers, sending with 4;hem chariots 
and provisions, costly robes and silver. 

Chapter 26,-- Jacob goes down to Egjrpt 

[a.m. 2298, JL.C. 1702.]—!. When Joseph's bro- 
thers came to their father and told him the news, 
—how his son yet lived, and was governor of 
^gyp^i — Jacob awoke as from a dream. At first 
he could not believe what he heard, but when he 
saw the chariots of the king, and received the rich 
presents sent by his son, his spirits revived, and he 
was satisfied, now that Joseph lived, to go down to 
Egypt, that he might see him before he died. 

2. Jacob gathered together all his possessions, 
and, accompanied by his sons, and their wives, and 
their children, — in all to the number of seventy, 
began his lourney. When he came to the borders 
of the land of Ohanaan, the Lord appeared to him 
and told hiii^ to fear nothing, for He would go 
down with him, and would yet make of him a great 
nation, and in time would bring him back again. 

8. Juda went on before to tell Joseph that his 

What message did Joseph send his father T 

Chapter 25. — How did Jacob act when he^heard Joseph was 
alive P What did Jacob gather together ? Who appeared to 
hitn^ What did the Lord tell him ? ' 

9 ox 
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father was coming. Joseph hastened to meet his 
father, and seeing him, tell upon his neck, aud 
wept. " Now I die in peace," said Jacob, *' sioce 
I see your face." 

In the Mme manner spoke the aged Sim«on, eeventeen hnn* 
dred years afterwards, when, in the temple of Jerasalem, he 
saw the true Joseph, Jesns Christ, the Sayiour of the world. 

4. IVhen Joseph presented his father to the 
king, he asked him his age. The old man said : 
" I am a hundred and thirty years of age ; yet I 
am not as old as my fathers." 

Joseph gave his father and his brethren posses- 
sions in G-essen, because there was there great 
abundance of grass for their flocks. 

Chapter 26.— The Death of Jacob aiul Jo- 
seph, [a.m. 2815, A.c. 1685.] — 1. Seventeen years 
after his arrival in Egypt, Jacob fell sick. When 
Joseph heard this, he took his two sons, Ephraiia 
and ManasseSy and hastened to visit his father. 
When Jacob saw the two boys^ he blessed them. 

2. Then he called together his sons, and told 
them Gtod would yet lead them back to their owa 
country: but he qharged them to bury him in the 
land of Ohanaan. Then he blessed them, foretell- 
ing what would happei^ in the latter days. 

To Juda he gave the greatest blessing, saying : 
** You shall rule over your enemies ; the sons of 
your father shall bow down to you, and the sceptre 
shall not pass from Juda till He Qometh that is to 
be sent^ ' tl^^ J^apectatior^ ofNatiom.* '* 

Whp told Joseph his father was coining p Describe the 
meeting of Joseph and Ja^ob. What is said of Simeon ? 
How old was Jacob when he went into Egypt ? 

Chapter a6. — How many years after his arrival when Jacob 
fell sick ? What were the names of Joseph's sons P What did 
Jacob do before he died ^ What prophecy was given to Juda t 
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S. This oelebnited propheoyy that bo olearly nuurked the 
time when the Messiah would oome, was acoomplished when 
Herod, the fi-rsfc stranger, ruled over Judea. In him tb^ 
Boeptre passed from Jnda. 

4. Wh^n Jacob was dead, Joseph threw himself 
on his father's face, weeping, and kissing; hitn. 
Then he ordered the physicians to embalm the 
body, and when, according to the custom of the 
Egyptians, he had mourned for seventy dajo, 
he, with his brothers and an immense multitude, 
carried the body into the land of Chanaan. Thus 
was Jacob buried at Hebron. 

[A..M:. 2369, A.C. 1631.] — 5. Joseph lived to the 
age of a hundred and ten years, and saw his chil- 
dren's children to the third generation. "When he 
saiw his end drawing near, he called his brothers 
to iiitQ, and told them they would have trouble 
after his death ; to fear notoing, however, as God 
would surely lead them back to the land He had 
promised to their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. Then, having charged them to take his 
bones up with them, he died, and his body was 
embalmed^ and laid in a coffin. 

Chapter 27.— The Patience of Job,— 1. Con. 

temporary with ,the patriarchs^ there- lived in 
Arabia a man named Job. He had seven sons and 
three daughtet^ ;.for possessions he bad seven thou- 
sand sheep, three thousand catnels,.five hundred 
yok,eof o^en,,and five hundred asses, besides many 
servants. • Jle was much esteemed .on account of 
his great ^eptlth^ but much more so for his piety. 
2. On a certain day God said to Satai^ : " Have 

When was this prophecy fulfilled? What was done whh 
Jacob's hodyf Where was he buried? What did Joseph fore- 
tell? Wfaau was done with his body f 

Chapter 3 7.-^ What is said of Job P 
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you coDBidered My servant Job, how there iff none 
like to hiip 6n the whole earth ?" Satan replied 
that it was easy for Job to serve. Q^odj. that he was 
rich, and.blessejdip all his ection9j,.hiit,.hoireyer, 
'* Touci him," said Satan, " and he will cnrse you 
and s^bandoi| you-" God gave Sp.tau pemussion, 
only not tp tpucb hi^ person, 

8. Soon after this, while the sons and daughters 
of Job were eating_ and drinking together in the 
liouse of their eldest brother^ there came a mes* 
Fenger to Job to tell him how the Sabeans had 
taken his oxen and his asses, and slain his servants. 
The messe^iger had hardly finished, when there 
came another, telling how fire had fallen from 
heaven and eonsumed his sheep and his shepherds. 
There came still a third, saying the Caldeans ha4 
taken his cancels and slain his servants. And 
while he was yet speaking, there came a fourth^ 
with the sad news that the house, in which hia 
children were feasting had been blown down by a 
wind, and all were killed. 

4. When Job heard these things, rising up, he 
rent his garments, and falling down, adored Gtod. 
*' The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away,'* 
said he ; *' blessed be the name of the Lord." So 
Job sinned not, and God i^ejoieed in His servant. 

5. Satan again appeared before the Lord, and 
said, if God would but touch Job's person, He 
would see Job would curse Him. God put Job in 
Satan's power. Then Satan struck Job with a 
grievous ulcer, so that he was covered with sores 

What did God say to Satan ? What did Satan say to God ? 
Who were eatingand drinking P What did the first messenger 
tell Job P Wh^t .th,e second f . Third P And fourth ? What 
did Job say ? What poorer did God give Satan the second 
time ? With what was Job struck? 
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from tlie crown of his head to the sole of his foot. 
Job scraped his sores with a' potsherd. 

6. JoVjs wifjB. seeing .this, came and , upbraided 
him for his folly. But Job answered : " If we 
hare received good from. the hand of God, why 
will we not receive evil?'^ So again Job sinned not. 

7. When Job^s friends heard what had befallen 
him, three of them came to eondoie with him. 
Seeing him, they wept, and sitting down, for 
seven <lays and seven nights no one spoke, for 
they saw how great was hi^ grief. 

8. At length Job opened his mouth, and began 
to lament his sufferings; but his friends only 
reproached him with hts faults. Job would not 
confess that he was guilty, but stoutly maintained 
his innocence and his confidence in G-odl 

9. This confidence was not misplaced, for Job 
was delivered from his afflictions, and had posses- 
sions twice as great as. before. Again he had 
Eleven sons and three daughters, and after this lived 
a huDdfed and forty years, and saw his children's 
children to the fourth generatiftn. He died an 
old man, full of joy arid happiness, 

10. Job it a fi^tire of Jeana Christ, who* brniaed from the 
top of Hiflbead to the aole of Hi« foot, and scorned as a man 
covered with iniqaitiea, oomplaiaed not. We see also in 
Job's case how far someUmes Qod permits the devil to 
exercise his powers. 

VAMUS AND AOES OF THS VATaU.BORS FROaT NOV TO H08S8. 



BORN piKO AOB 
A.M. . 

1. Thare ... I87d 12083 205 

2. Abraham 2008 2183 175 
S. Isaao ... 2108 2283 180 



gOBir DX9D AOB 

4. Jacob... 2168 2315 147 

5. Levi ... 2255 2392 137 

6. Moses... 2433 2553 120 



What^did Job answer his wife? Who came to see Job P What 
did they do? What did Job maintain T What reward did Job 
receive for his patience P Of whom was Job a figure ? How ?i 

End qf tht Second Agt* 
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AGE in. 

FROM MOSES TO DAVID. 
Chapter 28.— The Birth of Moses. [A.M.24a8, 

A.c. 1567.] — 1. In Egypt the poeteritj of Jacob 
rapidly increasedy and Boon became a groat people. 
In the meantime other kings arose, who knew not 
Joseph, and seeiog how great the Israelites had 
become, began to fear them; so they oppressed 
the children of Jacob, put heayy burdens upon 
them, and finally ordered the Egyptian mid wives 
to cast into the Nile ail the male children that 
would be bom among the Hebrews. 

2. One of the Hebrew women bore a sod, whom 
she loved most tenderly. "For three months she 
hid him ^ but finding it impossible to eouceal him 
any longer, she made a basket of bulrushes, and 
smearing it with pitch, laid the child in it, and 
placed the basket among the sedges by the bank 
of the river. Then she sent his sister to watch 
what would conte to pass. 

3. By the direction of God, Pharao's daughter 
came down to the river to wash herself, and seeing 
the basket, sent her maid to bring it. When she 
opened it and saw the child, sbe knew it belonged 
to one of the Hebrew women. The sister ap- 
proaching, Pharao's daughter sent her to bring 
a nurse. She ran and brought the mother. 

.Pharao*8 daughter gave her the child to nurse, 
and when he was grown up, adopted him, calling 
him Mioses, that is, saved from the toatersi 

Chapter a8.— What is said of Jacob'is posterity P How did 
Che kings of Egypt treat them P What order was given to the 
midwives ? 1>11 the story of the birth of Moses, and how he 
was saved. Wha^ does Mo^^ mean ? ^ 
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4. Mo«eB WM % fignxe of Jeaui Ohrisi. Moses waa savsd 
from the river ; Jeans, from Herod. Moses, when young, 
^as wise in words ap^ powerful in deeds ; so also ChriBt, who, 
at the age of twelve, was the wonder of prieet and doctors. 
Moses divided the watera of the sea; Christ calmed the 
winds and the storms. Moses led the way to the promised 
land ; Christ is the way to heaven. 

6. Moses, amid great miracles, gare the Old Law to the 
jAws ; Christ, with the most siupeudons miraeles, gave the 
Kew Law to uie world. Moses abolished idolatry among the 
Jews \ Christ, in the world. Moses gave civil liberty to the 
Jews ; Christ,. spiritnal liberty to mankind. 

6. Moses fasted forty days on the moontain ; Christ fasted 
forty days in the desert. Moses descended from the monn* 
tain with his face transfltnired ; Christ was transfigured on 
the mountain. In the aesert, Moses fed the people with 
manna ; Christ feeds the world with His own body and blood. 
Moses confirmed the Old Law with the blood of bullocks ; 
Christ sealed the New Law with His own blood. 

Chapter 29.— The Call of Moses, [a.m. 2513, 

iL.o. 1487.] — 1. When Moses attained bis fortieth 
year, lie resolved to share the miseries of l^is peo- 
ple. By his vigorous defence of the Hebrews 
against the cruelty of the Egyptians, he incurred 
the displeasure of the king, who resolved to put 
him to death ; but Moses fled to Madian, in 
Arabia, where he lived for forty years, tending the 
flocks of his fjEtther-in-laWy Jethro, a priest of that 
country, 

2. On^ dayt when Moses had led his flock to the 
fountain of Horeb, God appeared to him in the 
midst of a burning hush, Mo9es was much as- 
tonished that the bush was not consumed, and 
approached to see what it could mean : but God 
commanded him to stand still and take off his 

Tell how Moses was a figure of jesus Christ 

Chapter a^b'^How old was Moses when lie resolved to join 

his people P Whose aiiger did he excite P Where did he flee ? 

Whoee flocks did he keep P In what did Ood appear to him I 

\yiiat did God command him todoP 
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shoes, for the place was holy. At the yoideof 
•God, Moses fell on his face. 

3. Then Qod told him how He had seen the 
afflictions of the Hehrews, and that He was about 
to deliver them ; besides, He had chosen him to 
lead the people out of Egypt. At first Moses 
objected, alleging his weakness and slowness of 
speech ; but God promised to be with him* and 
gave him Aaron his brother as spokesman. 

4. Then Moses returned to Egypt, and Aaron 
with him, and assembling the people of Israel^ 
Aaron spoke to them all the Lord had commanded* 
When Moses had wrought miracles before the 
people, they believed and adored God. 

Chapter 30.--The Ten Plagues of Egypt. 

[a.m. 2513, AC. 1487.] — 1. Moses and Aaron were 
both about eighty years of age when they first 
presented them sielves before Pharao, and com- 
manded him' to let the Israelites gd into the desert 
to sacrifice to the Lord. But Fharao refused, 
and commanded the Israelites to be oppressed 
more and more. Their tasks were also increased. 

2. Again Moses and Aaron presented themselves 
before Pharao. At the command of God, Aaron 
cast his rod before the king, and immediately it 
was changed into a serpent. Pharao only the 
more hardened his heart, and would not let the 

?eople go. Then God sent ten plagues upon 
'harao and his people. 

3. For the first, Aaron struck the Nile with his 

Who was given as spokesman P Where did Moses and 
Aaron go f 

Chapter .^o.— How old were Moses and Aaron when they 
went to Pharao P What did they ask of him P What Hid 
Pharao do ? What was done the second time Moses presented 
himself to Pharao? 
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rod, and its waters were changed into blood, and 
corrupted. After seven days, he again stretched 
his hand over the waters of Egypt, and there 
came up frogs that covered the whole land. Then, 
in turn, the dust of the earth was turned into flies 
and insects, that tormented both man and beast. 

4. In quick succession there followed a murrain 
amongst the cattle, and boils and swellings upon 
man and beast* For the seventh plague, G-od sent 
thunder, and bail, and lightning, running along the 
ground. After this was added the plague of 
locusts, to eat up what the hail had spared ; and 
at last, impenetrable darkness covered the land. 

But Pharao hardened bis heart and would not 
let the people go as the Lord commanded ; so God 
struck him with a tenth plague more terrible than 
all the rest. 

Chapter 31.— The Death of the First-bom ; 
the Paschal Lamb; the Departure from 

Eerypt [JLU. 2613, A.c. 1487.]— 1. Before God 
sent His tenth pla&:ue, .He wished to prepare the 
Israelites for it. Each family was therefore com- 
manded by Moses and Aaron to prepare a lamb 
without blemish, and, on the fourteenth day of the 
month, to sacrifice it, and to sprinkle their door- 
posts with its blood. They were further required 
to roast the lamb at the fire, and whilst, with un- 
leavened bread and wild lettuce, they eat its flesh, 
to stand with their loins girt, and staves in their 
hands. The Israelites did all they were com- 
xuanded. 

What was the first plague? What was the second, third, 
etc. ? Did Pharao let the people go ? 

Chapter ^i, — What did God command the Tsraclites to cat ? 
How was the Paschal Lamb to be eaten ? With what were the 
door-posts sprinkled f 
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2. About the laMfcdle of the night, the angel of 
tbe Lord B^niek all the first-born of Egypt, even 
from tbe first-born of Pbarao to the bmnblest 
of tbe land ; no family escaped. But tbe angel, 
eeeiDg tbe blood en tbe door-posts of tbe Israelites^ 
spared them. 

3. When Pbarao saw this be rose up, and call- 
ing Moses and Aaren, commanded them to go 
forth and to take tbe Israelites with them. The 
Egyptians also pressed them to go, fearing lest all 
would die. The Israelites went forth from Egypt, 
two hundred and fifteen years after Jacob bad 
gone thither, to tbe numbev of six hundred tbour 
sand men, besides women and children* They 
carried with them the bones of Joseph. 

4. The PkiBohal Lmii1» wm a Bgnr^ of Jesn» CSirlsi, ib* 

Lamb of God, who was offered on the eross. By Hi» blood 
we also are marked and deliyered from eternal death. The 
delireranoe of the Israelites from the bondage of Sg^ppt la also 
a figure of man's delivery from the bondafife ol sin and heU. 

Chapter 32.— Tbe Pa88a>ge of the fied Sea. 

[a.m. 261B, A.c. 1487.] — 1. God became the guide 
of tbe Israelites^ leading them on their way by 
a eloud in the day» and a pillar of fire in the night. 
In a few days they eame to the Bed Sea. Mean- 
while Pbarao repented that ha bad let tbe Israel- 
ites go, and resoWed to gather together fais horses 
and chariots and pursue them. When tbe Israel* 
ites saw tbe Egyptians behind tbem, and the sea 

What happened ahoot the middle of the night t Who were 
spared f What did Pharao do ? How long were the Israelites 
in Egypt f How many entered Egypt P How many left it ? 
Whose boats wcie ^airied out? Of wl:^at was the Pasehal 
Lamb a figure P 

Chapter 3a.— Who became the guide of the Israelites? 
What was in the day P What in the night ? What did Pharao 
doP 
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.before tliem, ihej were seized with great fear. 
'But Motes encouraged them, and assured them 
the Lord would fight for them. 

2. The eloud that had gone before the Israelites 
now went behind thetn, and became ia wall of 
«eparation between the Egyptians and the Israel- 
ites. On the side of the former it was dark, but 
on the side of the latter it shone with a dear light. 
'Thus the two armies were separated during the 
night. Bj command of Qod, Moses stretched 
forth his rod over the sea, and the waters were 
divided, rising as a wftll to the right and to the left. 

3. During the night the Israelites passed through 
■on drj ]and. In the morning the xl^ptians also 
followed, but at the command of God» Moses 
again stretched forth his rod oter the sea^and 
the waters returned to their place. Pbarao and 
his whole army, his chariots and his horsemen^ 
were swallowed up, so that not a single person 
escaped, 

4. The cloud by day and the pillar of €r» by^ Bigbt were » 
ilgure of Jefiiie CnriEriL He k the light, in which those who 
w^k will not perish. The Bed Sea ia also a figvTO of Bap- 
tism, since we mnst all reoeive it, if we will enter heaTcn. 

CJiapter 33,— The Quails/ the Manna, i^nd 

the Water in the Desert,—!. When the Israel- 
ites came into the desert, they could find no bread ; 
then they began to murmnr against Moses, and to 
wish for the flesh-pots of Egypt. 0od j)rooQised 
them flesh to the ftill, and in the morning bredd. 
In the evening there came into the camp an im- 

What became of the cloud f Tell how the Israelites passed 
the Red $ea. What happened to the Egyptians ' What was a 
figure of Jesus Christ f How P Of vbac was the Red Sea a 
figure P How ?• 

Chapner ^.rr-Jn the desert what did the people do P 
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mense numbec of quails, which were easily canglit?, 
and ia the morning the desert was covered with 
small white seeds that appeared like hoar-frost* 
When the Israelites saw this, they cried out, 
Mi.ir-HU I that is^ What is this ? 

2. Then Moses told them it was the bread which 
the Lord had sent them. They were commanded 
to gather as much as each one. needed. The 
people did so, and found the taste thereof like fine 
flour mixed with honey. 

3. For forty years Qod fed the Israelites with 
.this bread, which was afterwards called Manna. 
It fell no more after they camis into the land of 
Chanaah. This manna was pre-eminently a fissure 
of the Sacrament of the Altar, in which Jesus 
Christ gives Himself under the appearance of 
bread and wine. 

4« Some time after this, there was a scarcity of 
water, and the. Israelites becran again to murmur. 
G-od told Moses to take his rod, and to go to 
Mount Horeb and strike the rock. He did so, 
and immediately there came forth water in such 
abundance that the people quenched their thirst 
and were satisfied. 

Chapter 34— The Ten Oommandmenta.— 

1. Three months after their departure from Egypt, 
the Israelites came to Mount Sinai. G-od called 
Moses, and he went up into the mountain. Here 
the Lord spoke to him, and bade him remind; the 
people of all He had already done for them, and 

What did God send in the evening ? What in the morning ? 
What was the taste' of the manna P How long did God feed the 
Israelites on manna? Of what was the manna a figure ? 
Hew did'God supply water f • 

Chapter 34. — When did the people come to Sinai ? Who 
was called up to the mountain P ' What did God tell Moses ? 
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bow He would continue to protect them if they 
would be faithful to Him, and that He would 
make them a chosen people. When Moses de- 
scended from the mountain, and told the people 
all the words of the Lord, they cried out : " We 
will do all the Lord hath spoken/' 

2. Then God commanded the people to purify 
themselves to-morrow and the next day, and to be 
ready for the thitd. On the morning of the third 
day it began to thunder and lighten; a thick 
cloud coyerQd the mountain. The top of Mount 
Sinai was on fire, and it «ho6k to its base. Then . 
came the sound of a trumpet, that grew louder 
and louder, until the people trembled with an ex- 
ceediDg great fear. ' 

8. When Moses had led the people to the foot 
of the mountain, the Lord spoke thus : 

L I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not 

have strange gods before Me. 
II. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain. 

III. Remember thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 

IV. Honour thy father and thy mother. . 
V. Thou shalt not kill. ^ / 

VI. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Vlf. Thou shalt not steal. 
VIII. Thou sikalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbour. 
IX. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife. 
^. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's goods. 

4. When the people, who were camped round 
about the mountain, heard these things, trembling 

"What did the p^ple payP What were the people com- 
manded to do ? What happened on the third day P. Repeat 
the ten commandments. 
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witk fear^ arid full of re^erence^ they promised to 
do all the Lord commanded them* Moses builb 
an altar and offered, sacrifice to the Lord. He 
took also of the.blood of the yictima, and sprinkled 
it upon the ^eopie^ as a sign of the eovenant the 
Lord had that day. made' with them'. 

5. All t&e oov«iii|iit 6f the Old Liiv was Established -on 
Mount SiDi^ BO was the covenant o| the New: Xiaw sealed on 
Calvary. Tnere God show^ed His.power ; here, His n^ercy. 
Both covenants wete sealed with olood ; at Sintbi, with the 
blood of bollodU ; on Cal^a^y,' wHh thtf blobd 6f Jesas Christ. • 

Chapter 35— The Golden dalf—l. ' After 

this, Moses again went up into t]ie m,ouataiD,.and 
for forty days and forty nights remained convers* 
ing with G-od. The Lord gave him two tables of 
stone, on ^hich were written the ten command- 
ments. While Moses delayed on, the mountain, 
the people began to n^urmur, and came to Aaron 
and demanded that he would make for them gods 
like to those of the Egyptians. Not thinking they 
would comply with hi's command, he said to them : 
" Bring me the golden ear-rings of your wives and 
daughters." 

2. Contrary to his expectations, they brought 
them, and being a w^k' man, he had not courage 
to resist their wicked wish ; so he cast them int9 
a furnace, and made & golden ca\£ and built an 
altar. Then the Israelites gathered together and 
offered -Qacrifice, and, eating and drinking, rose up. 
to play, after the manneir of the piiigans. 

3. When Moses came down from the mountaia' 
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What did Moses 6fEu? With What: did he sprinkle the • 
people P What comparison between Sinai and Calvary P 

Chapter 5^ — Ho# lonjf did-'Mos^S rcfhiiin oft the moufttain ? 
What did God give?- What did the pcoplfe aisk of Aaron?' 
What did he make P What did the people do ? * 
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and BftiV these abominationB, he wa»' exceeding 
aogry, and throwing down the tables on which the 
ten commandments were written, broke them. 
Seising upon the golden calf, he burned it, an<l 
beat it into powder. Then be commanded the' 
sons of Levi to unsheath their swords ; to march 
through the camp and return, and to put to death 
all whom they met. There w&ie slain on that day 
about twenty-three thousand men. 

4. Moses again returned to the Lord on the 
mountain, and prayed for the pardon of the people. 
The Lord heard his prayer. Moses hewed two 
tables of stone like the first, and God again wrote 
on them the ten ^commandments. 

5. When Moses had dnished speaking with the 
Lord^ he descended from the mountain, carrying 
with him the two tables of the Law. His face had 
become bomed, and shoae as the rays of the sun. 
When the Israelites saw this^ they dared not look 
upoa him ; so Moaes was forced to put a yeil on 
bis face when he spoke to the people. 

Chapter 36.— The Ordinanees for the Wor- 
ship of GKmL — 1^ Besides the ten eommandments 
which God gave Moses, He also gave many other 
ordiDJ^nces, These latter related to the public 
worship, which^ with extreme care, Moses estab- 
lished according as God commanded him. 

2. The Te^emade, — Moses began by construct- 
ing a t^it, whose supports were made of setim- 

How did Moses act? What were broicen? What did the 
^nft^f'Levi do f How many ^ero killed f Where did Motet 
go again f What did be bring with lumB What appeared 
«D the face of Moses? 

Chapi^ j6,— What beside* the eotaiaaadmentB did God 
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wood, and were «o framed that they could easily 
be taken apart. The length of the tent was 
thirty cubits, and the height ten, and the breadth 
ten. The supports. were overlaid with gold, and 
the \f^hole was covered t^ith .most precious hang- 
ings. Within hung a veil of magnificent tapestry, 
which divided the Tabernacle into two parts — the 
smaller, called the Holy of Holies; the larger, the 
Sanctuary. 

3. Within the Holy of Holies was placed the 
Ark of the Covenant, a small box made of the 
most precious wood, .overlaid with gold and sur- 
mounted by two cherubim. In the Ark were 
placed the two tables of the Law. 

Within the Sanctuary were kept three objects 
consecrated to the worship of Gtod : the Table of 
Showbread, on which were placed twelve loaves of 
bread, made of the finest flour; the Goldea 
Candlestick, that with its seven lights shone 
during the entire night ; and lastly, the Altar of 
Perfumes, on which was burned the finest incense.. 

4. Besides this, Moses constructed around the 
Tabernacle a grand portico, which enclosed two 
other sacred objects : the Altar of Holocausts and 
the Great Brazen Basin, in which the priests were 
commanded to purify themselves before they per- 
formed any sacred function. 

5. This Ark was a figfare of tlie Tabernacle m Catholie 
ohnrohee ; t^e Holj of Holies, of the Altar on whiob is offered 
the sacrifice of the New Law ; the Sanctuary oorresponded to 
the place the priests oocapy ; and the portico represented tho 
body of the ohuroh, where the people now worship. 

I>escribc the Tabernacle. What was the Holy of Holies? 
What was placed in it ? What was the Ark ? What three ob- 
jects were kept within the Sanctuary T What did the portico 
endoseP Show how these difiRuent objects correspond to 
things in the Catholic Church. 
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6. The sacrifices of the 01^ Law. were either 
iloody,^ in which were offered heifers, and sheep, 
and goats, and doves ; or unbloody^ in which were 
offered cakes, and unleavened bread, and wine. 

Tiie bloody sacrifices prefigured the bloodj 
sacrifice of Christ upon the cross; the unbloody 
were a type of the Sacrifice of the Mass* 

7. The Beligious Feasts were : Pirst, the Paschf 
on which the Israelites eat the flesh of a lamb, and 
for seven days unleavened bread, in remembrance 
of their deliverance out of Egypt. Second, the 
feast of Pentecost^ celebrated seven weeks after 
the Pasch, in remembrance of the Law received on 
Mount Sinai. At this feast were also offered the 
first fruits^ Third, the feast of Tabernacles, in 
memory of their long sojourn in the desert. Dar- 
ing this feast the Israelites were required to live 
in tents made from the branches of trees. Fourth, 
the feast of JEod^jpiatiorif on which the priest sacri- 
ficed a heifer for his own sins, and a goat for the 
sins of the people. Then he entered into the 
Holy of Holies, carrying with him the golden 
censer and the blood of the victim; with the 
former he incensed the ark, with the latter he 
sprinkled the pavement. 

8* The Ministers of Divine Worship were: First, 
the Hiffh JPriest To this office Moses consecrated 
Aaron, anointing him, and clothing him with the 
various vestments of his office. Second, the Priests 
proper, who were the sons df Aaron, and whose 
office it was to offer sacrifice. Third, the Levites, 
who were of the tribe of Levi, and ^o were 

What kinds of sacrifioes were in the Old taw? What was 
the Pascbf What was Pentecost? What was the feast of 
Tabernacles P Of Expiation P Who was the Hjigh Priest? 
Who were the PricsTs ? The Levkes ? 

4 OX 
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charged with the lower offices within the taber- 
nacle. 

Chapter 37.--The False Messengers ; the 
Murmurs of the People; Ood's Chastisements, 

[a.m. 2514, A,c. I486.] — 1. Th^ Israelites remaiued 
a year at Mount Sinai. When they started on 
their way, Moses chose twelve men, among whom 
were Josue and Caleb, to go into the land of 
promise. After forty days they returned, carrying 
with them specimens of the fruits of the country. 
Amongst these was an enormous bunch of grapes 
borne on the shoulders of two men, besides apples, 
and pomegranates, and figs. Tlie land, indeed, 
said they, overflowed with abundance, but the 
inhabitants were giants, 

2, Then the people wept, and again murmured 
against Moses and Aaron, wishing they had died 
in Egypt or in the desert. In vain did Josue and 
Caleb speak of the richness of the country and the 
weakness of the people* The multitude, led on by 
the others, would not listen, but cried out the 
more to return to Egypt. 

8. When the murmur was at its height, the 
glory of God was seen over the ark of the covenant. 
Then the Lord said to Moses, He would destroy 
the Israelites, for they were an incredulous people* 
The Lord even offered to make Moses ruler over 
a greater nation; but Moses, the meekest of men, 
only prayed the more that the Lord would pardon 
them. 

4. At his prayer the Lord again pardoned the 

Chapter 374-^How long did the people remain at filinai? 
^ho were sent to Chanaan F What report did t\\cy bring back ? 
•How did the people act ? ■ Who spoke in vain P What ap» 
peared over the arkP What did God aay He would do f 
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people ; yet, as a punishmeDfc for their sin, He 
declared that not one of them that had attained 
his twentieth year should enter the promised land, 
Josue and Caleb excepted. Their children would 
enter, but for forty years should the people wander 
in the desert — a year for every day spent in 
exploring the country. 

5. This history of the Jews is similar to what 
happened in the time of Jesus Christ. The Jews 
would not understand the spiritual kingdom pro- 
mised by Christ; hence they rejected Him. On 
the cross He begged His Father to forgive them ; 
but, as a punishment for their sin in having re- 
jected Him, they are to-day wanderers ou the 
earth, and will be to the end of time. 

Chapter 3&— Core, Dathan, and Abiron. 

[a.m. 2514, A-C. 1486.] — 1. 8ome time atter the 
events related in the preceding chapter, two hun- 
dred and fifty Levites, led on by Core, Dathan, 
and Abiron, revolted against Moses and Aaron, 
denying their authority. On the following day, 
the Lord commanded the people to go out from 
the tents of these wicked men.; not to touch any- 
thing belonging to them, lest they also would be 
involved in their sin. While the people were 
looking on to see what would come to pass, the 
earth opened under the feet of the three leaders, 
and swallowed them down, with their tents and all 
their substance. Then a fire came out from the 
Lord aud consumed the two hundred and fifty 
Levites. Moses and Aaron were that day vin- 
dicated^' . 
2. In modern times we often see similar revolt^ 

What pQiii^hineht did God decree f What is said of the jews ? 
Chapter 38*— Who revolted f How were ihey punished ? 
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against the priests of God. Ambitious and wicked 
men wish to rule the Church; but, like Core and 
bis companions, they will ever receive a just 
punishment for their pride and presumption. 

Chapter 39.— The Hesitation of Hoses, and 
the Brazen SOTpent. [a.m. 2552, a.c. I4i4i8.>-1. 

Water again failed, and the people began to mur- 
mur. Then the Lord commanded Moses to take 
his rod and strike the rock. Moses for a moment 
doubted ; then struck the rock, when water gushed 
forth in great abundance. This momentary donbt 
greatly displeased God, and He declared that 
Moses, because he had not beliered, should not 
lead the people into the promised land. 

2. Shortly after, the people rebelled again, and 
murmuring, complained they had neither food nor 
water. When Ood saw this, He sent among 
them fiery serpents, whose sting bnmed like fire. 
Mjiny died amid the most cruel torments. When 
the people saw this, they came to Moses, acknow- 
ledging their sin, and begging him to pray to the 
Lord that He would take the serpents from 
amongst them. 

3. Moses prayed, when the Lord commanded 
hi a to make a brazen serpent, and to set it up for 
a sign. He did 19O9 and as many as looked upon 
it were healed. 

4. This M»rp«nt pvefiffqred our Saxioiur naUed to the erots ; 
for as the Israelites were cured by looking upon the serpent, 
80 are all, who with faith look up to Christ, cnred of the 
woanda of sib oansed by the bite of tiM JadumtA, s«Epe]it« 

What do we see in modern times ^ 

Chapter ^g. -rWhat failed P How was water supplied ? Ho# 
did Moses act P How did God' punish him ? What did God 
send ? What happened ? What was set up ? Of whom was 
the braxcn ficrpcnt a figure ? 
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Chapter 40.— The Death of Moses. [a.u. 

2553, A.c. 1447.] — 1. When, according to the 
course of nature, the time came that Moses must 
die, the Lord commanded him, in the presence of 
the people, to put his hand upon Josue, that thej 
might have no cause to disobey him. Then Moses 
told the people he was about to die ; that he 
would not pass over the Jordan with them, nor 
enter the promised land. 

2. He then reminded them of all the Lord had 
done for them ; how He had nourished them in 
the desert, and how He had watched orer tbem ; 
then he commanded the people to keep the com- 
mandments, to love the Lord, and to hearken to 
His voice. He also foretold them, in a spirit of 
prophecy, that the Lord would in time raise up a - 
Faophet like to him, whom they should hear. 
He spoke of Christ. 

3. When Moses had finished speaking, he went 
up to the top of Mount Nebo, from which the 
Lord showed him the land of Chanaan* When 
Moses saw it, he rejoiced ; and, full of gratitude 
and thanks to God, died at the ripe old age of 
a hundred and twenty years. The Lord buried 
him in the valley of Phogor, but the spot no man 
knows* Israel mourned for him thirty days. 
There was never after a prophet like Moses. 

Chapter 41.— The Israelites enter the Pro- 
mised Land. [a.m. 2553, a.c. 14i47.]— 1. After 
the death of Moses, the Lord commanded Josue to 
pass over the Jordan. The priests took the ark of 

Chapter 40.— Who succeeded Moses P What did Moses re- 
mind the people off What prophecy did Moses make ? Where 
did Moses die P Where was he buried P 

Chapter 41 .—Who led the people over the Jordan P 
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the coveDaut and marched before, the people fol- 
lowed. "When they were come to the banks of 
the Jordan, and the priests had touched the water 
with the soles of their feet, the waters above 
stood still, while the waters below ran down, leav- 
ing a dry passage for the people to pass over. 

2. When all had passed, the waters returned 
to their usual course. The people encamped 
near Jericho, where they celebrated the feast of 
the Pasch. 

Jericho was a large and populous city, well 
fortified with walls. Por six succeeding days the 
Israelites went round about it. On the seventh, 
the priests carried with them the ark of the 
covenant, while seven priests sounded the trum- 
. pets of Jubilee ; and the people shouted with a 
great cry. All this was done by the command of 
G-od. At the sound of the trumpets and the 
shout of the people, the walls fell flat to the 
ground, and the Israelites entered and took the 
city. 

3. In time, Josue conquered all the country, 
and by lot divided it among the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Each tribe bore the name and was de- 
scended from one of the twelve sons of Jacob.' 
Thus, after their long wanderings, had the Israel- 
ites arrived in the land of promise. 

Chapter 42.— The Judges*— 1. Surely the 

Israelites owed a deep debt of gratitude to the 
Lord for the rich and magnificent country He had 
given them ; but they were an ungrateful people, 

What happened P What feast was celebrated ? What was 
Jericho ? How was it taken f Who conquered Chanaan ? 
How was the land divided ? 

Chapter 42.— What did the Israelites owe the Lord P 
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and were easily led astray by their pagan neigh« 
bourSk Shortly after their arrival in the promised 
land they fell into idolatry. In punishment for 
their crime, the Lord delivered them into the 
hands of their enemies. Servitude taught tliem 
repentance and their dependence upon God» 
Having humbled themselves before Him, He sent 
pious men, called judges, selected from among 
the people, to deliver them and to rule them* 

2. Their repentance was but of short duration ; 
at the death of each judge they returned to their 
sins and idolatry. Por four hundred years this 
faithless and thankless people were in turn chang- 
ing from God to the worship of idols,-*-relap8ing 
and repenting. The twelve judges sent during 
this time were : Othoniel, Aod, Samgar, Barac, 
Gedeon, Tholar, Ja'ir, Jephte, Abesan, Ahialon, 
Abdon, Samson, Heli, and Samuel. 

d. Amongst these, Samson was one of the most 
remarkable. So great was his strength, that on 
one occasion, by the mere power of his hands, he 
tore a furious lion into pieces. On another, he 
slew a thoTisand men with the jaw-bone of an ass. 
After this, while asleep, he was made prisoner by 
the Philistines, and bound with seven cords ; but 
when he awoke, he broke them like burned flax. 

4. During his life, Samson waged a continual 
war upon the Philistines ; at one time carrying 
away the gates of their city ; at another, burning 
their Crops. At length he was made prisoner, 
and his eyes put out. While the Philistines were 
feasting, and making merry over their victory, 

How did the Israelites act? What punishnient did God 
^cnd ? Who were the Judges ? How many were there ? What 
is said of Samson? Give some examples of bis strength. 
Against whom did he make war ? 
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Samson was brought out to make sport for them. 
Wearied, he leaned against the pillars that sup- 
ported the house in which the Philistines were 
assembled ; then the Spirit of God came upon him, 
and his strength returning, he shook the pillars, 
and the house fell, killiag himself and three thou- 
sand of his enemies. 

The pious and humble Gedeon, who fought 
against the Madianites, was also very renowned. 

Chapter 43,— The pious Ruth. [i..M. 2708, 

A.o. 1292.] — 1. During the time of the Judges, 
a certain man of Bethlehem went, with his wife 
and his two sons, into the land of Moab. His 
name was Elimelech, and his wife's name Noemi. 
His sons married women of Moab. In time 
Elimelech and his two sons died. Oppressed with 
grief, Noemi returned to Bethlehem, and her two 
daughters-in-law resolved to accompany her. 

2. When they had come some distance on the 
way, Noemi strove to persuade her daughters-in* 
law to return to their own country. Orpha 
yielded, but Buth would not ; so Buth came to 
Bethlehem with Noemi. They returned at the 
harvest time, and being poor, Euth went into the 
fields to glean the ears of corn left by the reapers. 

d. Led by the hand of God, she went to glean 
in the fields of Bodz, a man of great wealth, and a 
relation of Elimelech. During the day, Bodz came 
into the fields to see the reapers. When he saw 
Buth, and heard with what courage she had foU 
lowed Noemi, and with what fidelity she served 

How did Samson die ^ 

Chapter 43.— Who went to Moab P Who returned to Beth- 
lehem ? wiio accompanied her P Where did Ruth go P Who 
met her ? 
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her, lie spoke kindly to her, and told her to remain 
with his servants and to follow his reapers ; be- 
sides, when she was thirstj, to go to the vessels 
and drink* Booz, moreover, commanded the 
reapers to let i'all, now and then, handfuls of the 
corn, that she might gather them withont shame, 

4. Some time after this Bodz married Bath. 
The Lord blessed them, and gare tbem a son named 
Obed. He was the father of Isai, the father of 
David. Erom this family our Saviour Jesus Christ 
descended. 

The Moabites were not Jews, but strangers and 
enemies : hence our Saviour, in descending from 
Kuth, a Moabite, wished to show that he was the 
Saviour, not of the Jews alone, but of all mankind. 

Chapter 44.— The Sons of Heli. [a.m. 2848, 

A.c. 1152.] — 1. Whilst Heli the high priest was 
judge in Israel, there lived a pious couple named 
Alcana and his wife Anna. Anna had no children, 
for which she grieved very much. On a certain 
day she came to the tabernacle of the Lord at 
Silo, where, weeping and praying, she said : ** O 
Lord, God of Hosts, if Thou wilt give me a son, I 
will consecrate him to Thee.'* God heard her 
prayer, and gave her a son, whom she called 
Samuel. 

2. When Samuel was three years old, his 
mother took him to Heli, the high priest, at Silo. 
Here she consecrated him to God ; and Samuel 
served the Lord in the tabernac}6| and grew in 
favour with God and man* 

What did Booz say? Who married Roth P Who was Obed ? 
Isai f David 7 From whom is Jesus Christ descended P 

Chapter 44. — When did Alcana and Anna live P. What was 
Anna's prayer P When was Samuel consecr4^!tr4 to God P 
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8. Samnel and John the Baptist are maoh alike in theii* 
histories. Both were a gi^t for the prayers'of their parents ; 
both were early consecrated to God ; and both preached pea- 
ance to the people. Samnel was the last jadgfe and the imme- 
diate preonrsor of the great K!ing David ; John the Baptist 
was the last of the prophets and the precursor of Jesus 
Ohrist, the EternaH .King. Sanmel anointed David ; John 
baptized Jeans. 

4* Hell had two wicked sons, Ophni and Phi- 
nees. When the people came to Silo to sacrifice 
to the Lord, the two young men were wont to 
come and byviolence take the flesh of the sacrifice. 
They committed also other abominations in the 
sanctuary. Heli reproved them, but mildly. He 
did not chastise them as he should have done. 

5. One night, while Heli slept within the en- 
closure of the sanctuary, and Samuel near him^ 
the Lord called Samuel. He, thinking it was 
Heli, rose and went to him ; but Heli told him he 
had not called him, and bade him go and sleep. 
This was repeated three times, when Heli under- 
stood it was the Lord who called; then he bade 
Samuel answer Him, and listen to what He would 
say. Samuel did so. 

6. On the morrow Heli cfalled Samuel, who 
told him all the Lord had said : how the Lord 
would punish him and his two sons; the father 
because he had not punished his sons, and the 
sons for their wickedness. "When Heli heard this, 
he bowed before the will of Q-od. 

7. Some time after this there arose a bloody 
war between the Philistines and the Israelites. 
Of the latter, thirty thousand were slain, and 
among the dead were the sons of Heli. The ark, 
that had beejQ carried into the battle, was taken. 

How are Samuel and John the Baptist compared? What is 
said of Heli and his sons ? What is said of Samuel f 
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"When Heli heard this terrible news, lie fell from 
the stool on which he was sitting, and breaking 
his neck, died. 

8. The Philistines carried the ark into the tem- 
ple of their god Dagon* But the Lord afflicted 
them in many ways ; their god was thrown down, 
tlieir fields were overrun with mice, their cities 
were devastated by pestilence, until the Philistines 
were glad to send back the ark to Israel. 

9. Samuel succeeded Heli in the office of judge. 
He assembled the people, and pointed out their 
sins. He also promised them, if they would re- 
pent, the Lord would deliver them out of the 
hands of the Philistines. The people fasted and 
confessed their sins. God gave them the victory, 
and for many years peace reigned over the land. 

Chapter 45.— Saul, the First King. [a.h. 

2909, A.c. 1091.]—!. When Samuel had grown 
old, he appointed his sons judges over Israel : but 
they walked not in the fear of the Lord. Then 
the people asked for a king. When Samuel heard 
this he was very angry, because he wished that 
God alone should be King of Israel. God, how- 
ever, yielded, and Sam uer anointed Saul kinsi;. 
He was a beautiful and valiant youth, from the 
tribe of Benjamin, and. stood head and shoulders 
above any other man in Israel, 

2. In the beginning of his reign the Lord was 
with Saul, and gave him the victory oyer his 

How did Heli die? How did his sons die ? What happened 
to the Philistines ? Who succeeded Heli ? What did Samuel 
promise ? What reigned over the land ? 

Chapter 43* — What did the people ask for? Who was 
anointed king f What is said of Saul P How did he reign in 
the beginning P • 
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enemies. On one occasion he unfortunately dis- 
obeyed G-od. 

He was commanded to cut off the Amalicites, 
and to spare nothing ; but, in the pride of his 
power, he spared the best of the flocks, and on his 
return built triumphal arches to celebrate his yio- 
tory. For this he was cut off from the throne of 
Israel, and his posterity forbidden to succeed him. 

8. Saal was a figure of the Jewish Church, Choeen by 
God, at first she surpassed aU others in her knowledge of 
Qod and the graces with which she was endowed. But little 
by little she felL She forgot her obedience, her humility, 
her charity, and, in the pride of her insolence, trusted alone 
in her sacrifices. She also rejeoted the Christian Churoh, 
chosen to succeed her. Saul persecuted David ; so did the 
Jews persecute Jesus Christ. David wept for the death of 
Saul ; so did Jesus Christ weep over Jerusalem* 

Chapter 46.— David. [a.m. 2934, a.c. 1066.] — 

1. At the command of G-od, Samuel weQt to Beth- 
lehem, to the house of Isai. When he arrived, 
David, the youngest of the sons of Isai, was in the 
fields tending his father's flocks. Samuel sent for 
him, and taking a horn of oil, anointed him* As 
the Spirit of Ood came upon David, it departed 
from Saul. 

2. Saul became subject to fits of melancholy, 
and an evil spirit haunted him* On such occa- 
sions David was brought in to play upon his harp, 
and soothe the troubled mind of the king. Thus 
David was introduced into Saul's house. More- 
over, Saul made David his armour-bearer, not 
knowing that he had been consecrated king. As 
often as David played, Saul was soothed* 

For what was Saul cut off from the throne of Israel P How 
was Saul a figure of the Jewish Church f 

Chapter 46.— Who was anointed king? Whose son was 
he t With what was Saul attacked P Who played for him ? 
What was David made t 
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Chapter 47.— David and Goliath, [a.m. 2942, 

A.c. 1058.] — 1. A new war broke out between the 
Philistines and the Israelites. The Philistines 
were encamped on one mountain, the Israelites on 
another directly opposite, a narrow valley lying 
between them. A giant, named Goliath, advanced 
from the camp of the Philistines. His height was 
six cubits and a span; he had on his liead a brazen 
helmet, and was clothed in a heavy coat of mail. 
The staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam. 

2. Thus arrayed, Ooliath defied the armies of 
Israel, asking that a man be sent to fight him. 
Por forty days this giant presented himself, to the 
shame of Saul, and the terror of the Israelites, for 
no man dared to meet him. 

David came to the camp to see how it fared 
with his brothers. When he saw Ooliath, and heard 
his taunts, his blood boiled within him, and coming 
to Saul, he said : ''I will fight this Philistine.'* 

3. At first Saul refused, but on the representa- 
tions of David, at length yielded. Then Saul 
clothed David in his own armour, but, unaccus^ 
tomed to it, David put ii off, and choosing five 
smooth stones from the brook, took his sling and 
went forth to meet Goliath. 

4. When the giant saw him he despised him, 
asking if he thought he was a dbg. But David 
feared not ; he went forth in the might and the 
^wer of God. When , the two champions drew 
jiear to each ot(her, Davijd chose one of tde stones 
that he carried with him, and casting it with his 
sling, struck the Philistine on the forehead with 
such force that he fell with his face to the ground. 

Chapter 47.— What is said of the armies of the Israelites knd 
t^bilistines P Who was Goliath P' What did Goliath do ? 
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Then David ran, and drawing the sword of 

Goliath from its sheath, cut oiflf his head. 

5, When the Pliilis tines saw their champion 

was slain they fled ; bat the Israelites, shouting 

and pursuing, killed many of them, and pillaged 

their camp. 

This victory of Dftvid over GoliatH was a figure of Christ's 
victory over the deviL As Goliath for forty days insulted 
the armies of Israel, so did the devil for four thousand years 
war against Qod*s kingdom on earth ; and as David conquered 
Goliath with a staff and five smooth stones, so did Jesus 
Christ conquer the devil by His cross and His five wounds. 

Chapter 48.— Jonathan*s love and Saul's 
hatred for David. [a.m. 2944, a.c. 1056.]—!. 

When Saul and the army returned from their vic- 
tory over the Philistines, the women of Israel came 
forth from the different cities playing and singing : 
*'Saul hath killed his thousands, but David his 
tens of thousaDds." When Saul heard this he 
became exceedingly angry, and one day strove 
to strike David with his lance, but David escaped. 

2. Shortly after this, Saul .offered his daughter 
Michol ill marriage to David, on condition that he 
would kill two hundred !t*hilistiaes. Saul hoped 
that the Philistines would kill David. But David 
killed the Philistines, and was only the more loved 
by the people. When Saiil saw this his hatred 
increased, and he became more decided on David's 
death. 

3. In proporfcion as Saiil hated David, did Jona- 
than, the king's son, love him. David and Jona- 
than made with each other a covenant of peace* 

Who killed Goliath P Hc^w ? . What comparison between 
David and Christ ? And between Goliath and the devil ? 

Chafiter 48.— -What did the. women sing ? How did Saul 
act ? What did he try to do ? On what condition did Saul oSkf 
his daughter to David ? ' 
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Tbey often spoke to each other of Saul's hatred. 
Jonathan reasoned with his father, and spoke 
of what David had done against the Philistines. 
'For the moment Saul was appeased. 

4, For tlie fourth time David went to war with 
the Philistines. His victory only aroused anew 
the anger and jealousy of Saul, who strove to 
strike him with his javelin, hut David escaped for 
the second time. Again Jonathan pleaded for his 
friend. Saul's anger would not he appeased, and 
in his rage he even drew his sword to kill his own 
son. 

5. When Jonathan saw this, he went to David, 
and told him what had happened, and advised hiiu 
to flee. Weeping, Jonathan sent David away» 
hut hade him never forget the covenant they had 
made, nor what they had sworn to the Lord. 

Chapter 49.— David's Generosity to Sanl ; 

Saul's Death, [a.m. 2949, a.g. 1051.]--1. For a 
while David's life was in constant danger from the 
hands of Saul ; hut he placed his confidencd in 
God, who did not desert him. 

One day Saul pursued David with three thou- 
sand men. Wearied, Saul entered a cave in 
which David and his men lay concealed, hut Saul 
knew it not. David's men would have killed 
Saul, but David would not allow them, contenting 
himself with cutting off the hem of Saul's robe. 

2. On another occasion Saul pursued David into 
the desert of Hachila. While Saul and his 

What U said of David and Jonathan ? How did Jonathan 
plead for David ? What did Saul try a second time ? What 
did Jonathan advise David t 

Chapter 49.— What U said of David's Ufe ? How did David 
show bis generosity t 
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general, Abner, together with the whole army, 
were asleep, David and Abisai entered the eamp« 
Abisai would have run Saul through with his 
spear, but David forbade him. David, however, 
took the spear that was at the king's head* 

3. When th^y were gone some distance from 
the camp, David cried to the king, and he awoke« 
When Saul saw, by the loss of his spear, how he 
had been in David's power, and how for the 
second time David had spared him, he repented, 
and returned with his army, while David went 
his way. 

4. War again broke out between the Philistines 
and the Israelites. Saul assembled an army and 
went forth to tneet the enemy. In the battle 

' Saul was mortally wounded, and fearing he might 
fall into the hands of the Philistines, fell on his 
own sword and died. By his sinful death David 
was freed from danger: but. he rejoiced not; he 
only saw the virtues and good qualities of the 
king. In this same battle Jonathan wus also 

. killed. When David heard of his friend's death 
he wept bitterly, calling him brother, and com- 
paring his love for him to the love of a mother for 
her child. 

How did Saul act ? How did Saul die ? Who else was 
killed f How did David take Jonathan's death ? 

' End 0/ the> TMrd Agu 
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AGE IV. 

THE GRANDEUR OF THE PEOPLE 

OP ISRAEL. 

7B01C SATD) TO THB BITIBIOir OF XHX KIKGDOIC TTSBBB 

BOBOAIC. 

Chapter 60.— THe Ofeat and Pious King 

David, [a.m. "2949, a.c. 1051.]— 1. After Saul's 
death David was chosen king of Israel. He 
established his residence at Jerusalem, and Zj the 
number of bis armies and the brilliancy of his 
victories, was very renowned amongst the neigh- 
bouring nations. He had twelve generals, each 
with an army of twenty-four thousand men 
under him, and over all, Abner was placed gene- 
raUin-chief. 

. 2. During his long and turbulent reign David 
carried on many wars. In turn he subdued the 
Philistines, the Moabites^ the Syrians, ihe Edom- 
ites, and the Ammonites. By his victories immense 
treasures of gold and great quantities of booty 
were brought to Jerusalem. When David died, 
be left a kingdom that extended from Egypt -to 
the Euphrates. In every respect this was the 
inost brilliant period in tlie" history of Israel, as 
well for its victories abroad as for the wisdom 
of its legislation at home. * . 

3. David paid much attention to the adminis- 
tration of justice.- He ehose wise men for his 
counsellors,. and' upright men to rule the people. 

* Chapter 5a-*W^o vtat chosen king ? What i^ said of him ? 
What of bis anfoies ? : Who wbre subdaed i What was brought 
to Jerusalem ? 

5 OT 



66 THV BETOLT AND CHASTTSKMEHT OF ABSALOIf . 

He also appointed honest men to guard the royal 
treasures and manaj;e the crown lauds. Order 
was everywhere. 

4. David, moreover, strove, as well by his own 
example as by his influence, to cultivate and 
spread the worship of the true God among his 
subjects. On Mount Sion lie built a. magnificent 
tent in which to place the ark of the covenant. 
When all things were ready, the ark was carried 
thither with great pomp and show. In the pro* 
cession were all the princes of the people, clad in 
purple robes, while the priests wore their richest 
vestments. Three thousand armed men served as 
a guard of honour, whilst the people attended in 
countless numbers. 

5. Those who marched before, and those who 
Immediately surrounded the ark, played upon lutes 
and harps, and on cymbals and trumpets. David 
himself walked before the priests, playing on his 
harp, while, at ever^ few steps, a bull and heifer 
were offered in sacrifice to the Lord. 

6. After this David divided the priests into 
twenty-four classes, and each in its turn was com- 
manded to serve before the Lord. From amongst 
the Levites were chosen four thousand singers, 
whose duty it was to chant day by day the praises 
of God, and to play on all manner of musical 
instruments. ( 

Chapter 61.— The Bevolt and Chastisement 

of AbsalOBL [A.K. 2981, A.C. 1019.]—!. David 
committed two grievous crimes;. first, he persuaded 
Bethsabee to sin wdth him ; and then, to hide her 

What is said of David's Kig;n? Vihax was built on Monnt 
KionP What waa placed in it? Hovr were Che pricsu divided? 
What was the duty of the Levites ? 



THB BEYOLT AKB CBA8TIBB1CEVT OF ABSALOM. 67 

fthame, caased Urias, lier huaband, to be murdered. 
But the Lord sent the prophet Nathan to hitn, 
who fearlessly reproached him with his crimes. 
David humbly acknowledged his faults, and con- 
fessed his sins against the Lord. At the sight of 
his humiliation God pardoned him, but as a 
punishment sent him many trials. 

2. Ot* these, thc» most severe was the revolt of 
his son Absalom, the most beautiful man in Israel. 
Absalom began by flattering the people, and pan- 
dering to their prejudices. When he thought 
himself strong enough, he openly revolted. From 
all sides the people ran to his standard. When 
David heard ihiM, he left Jerusalem, and passing 
over the brook Cedron, went barefooted, and his 
head uncovered, up the Mount of OUvee, weeping 
on the way. 

3. A man from the house of Saul, named Semei, 
met David as he fled, and, throwing stones at him, 
cursed him, calling him a man of blood. Abisai, 
one of David's servants, wished to kill Semei, but 
David forbade him, hoping Ood might perhaps 
turn his curses into blessings. 

4. In the meantime Absalom pursued his father 
beyond the Jordan ; the two armies met, and 
Absalom was defeated. While he fled, mounted 
on a mule, Absalom passed under a large oak-tree, 
in the branches of which his hair became entangled, 
and the mule passing on, he was left hanging by the 
liair. When Joab, one of the king's generals, heard 
this, he ran and thrust three spears into the un- 
grateful heart of Absalom. He threw the body into 
a deep pit, and cast upon it a great heap of stones. 

Chapter .i; I. — ^hom did God send to David? What did 
David do? What great punishment did God scad? Who 
pursed David P What happened to Absalom f 
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. 5. When Darid heard of his sou's death, he was 
greatly afflicted, and weeping, cried out: ''My 
son Absalom, would to God I had died in your 
stead ! Absalom, .my son Absalom !'' After this, 
DaTid returned to Jerusalem, accompanied by hia 
army and. a great m^ultitude of people, who eame 
forth to meet him. 

6. DaTid is a figure of Jesns Clmsi,^— in bia family residettoe, 
Bethlehem ; in the obscurity of his joath ; in lus victory 
over Goliath ; in his sorrow when he passed oyer the brook 
Oedron ; by his ascent of the Monnt of Olives ; in his gene- 
rosity to his persecutors ; and finally, in his triumphal entry 
into Jernsalera. 

7. As David had to contend against two enemies, Saul and 
Absalom, so have two enemies risen against Christ and Hie 
Church,— the first, Judaism, which the Church replaced ; the 
second, heresy, which has so often risen against the Catholie 
Church, and by flattering the passions of men, succeeded iu 
blinding the multitude, and leading them astray. 

Chapter 52.— The L^iSt Dajrs of David, [^l.m. 

2986, A.C. 1014.] — 1. David reigned over Israel 
from his thirtieth to seventieth year. "When he 
saw his end approaching, he called together the 
princes and principal men of the nation, and told 
them how he had intended to huild a temple 
Xo the Lord ; how he had gathered together gold 
and silver, brass and iron^ and wood and stone, 
hut that God had forbidden Iiim, as he was a man 
of blood and of many wara. God, however, would 
allow his son Solomon to build the temple. 
* 2. Tlien David gave Solomon minute directions 
as to its construction, and warned him that it was 
not a house for man he was building, but a dwell- 
ing-place for the Lord. David, besides, told 
Solomon never to forsake the Lord, but to serve 

I . t < * I * • < * 

Where did David^o ? Of whom is David a figure ? How ? 
Chapter 52. — How long did David reign P Wiiat did he say 
aboiit theceihple? 
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Him With a docile heart ; and further, t^ remember 
that in the day he forsook Qod, Gh)d would for- 
Bake him. 

David died, and was buried on Mount Sion, and 
Solomon his son succeeded him; 

Chapter 53.— The Wisdom of Solomon. 

[a.m. 2989, A.c. 1011.]—!. In the beginniug of his 
reign Solomon loved the Lord, and walked in his 
father's footsteps. One nijght the Lord appeared 
to him, and bade him ask what he would. Solomon 
asked for wisdom, that he might rule with justice, 
^hen the Lord heard this, He was much pleased, 
and gave Solomon not only the wisdom he had 
asked for, but also riches, and honours, and a long 
life. 

2. Besides, God gave him a true knowledge of 
jall things in nature, so that he understood the 
.admirable order of creation, the power of the ele- 
ments, the course of the seasons, the position of 
the stars, the instincts of animals, and the thoughts 
of men, together with a knowledge of the diversity 
of plants, and the medicinal virtues of their roots. 
All nature was open to his mind, whence it came 
to pass that the wise men of the world, and the 
princes of nations, stood in admiration at the 
wisdom of Solomon. 

8. One day two women came to him, demanding 
judgment in their case. The first said: ''This 
woman and myself live together in one house. We 
have each had a child. During the night her son 
died. When she discovered this, she rose, whilst I 
slept, and took mv son from my side, and laid her 
dead son in his place. In the morning I saw the 

What did he say to Solomon f 

Chapter 53. — What is said of Solomon ? What did God 
j[ive him P What else besides wisdom f 



d«ad eliiM, but on a closer examination I dis*^ 
eovered it was not mine." 

4. In answer to tins, the other said : *^ Surelj 
your son is dead, and mine liyes." But the first 
answered : " It is not so." Thus the two womea 
disputed before the king. Then Solomon ordered 
a sword to be brought, and the living child to be 
divided, and half to be given to one, and half to 
the other. When the mother of the child heard 
this, she was filled with dismay, and overwhelmed 
with agony. Torn with a mother's love for her 
child, she cried out to the king : '* My lord, give 
her the child alive; do not kill it." But the otiier 
said : " Let it be divided." 

5. Then Solomon ordered the living child to be 
given to the first; **for," said he, "she is the 
mother." Soon this judgment was known in all 
the land of Israel, and the people were filled with 
admiration for Solomon, because they saw the 
Spirit of God was in him. 

Chapter 54,— The Bnildinsf and Dedication 
of the Temple of Jerusalem, [a.m. 2992, a.c. 

1008.] — 1.* In the fourth year of his reign, Solomon 
began to build, on Mount Moria, in Jerusalem, a 
temple to the Lord. During its construction, 
seventy thousand men were employed to cut and 
bring the wood that was needed, while eighty 
thousand more were engaged in quarrying and 
dressing the stone. Besides these, thirty-six 
hundred overseers were needed to see that all was 
done according as it had been planned. Ten 

What is said of the two women T What was Solomon's 
decision ? 

Chapter 54. — What did Sotomon build P How many men 
Were engaged upon the temple ? 
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ihoaaand iBpaelites were tent to eat doim cedan 

and pine-trees on the mountains of Libanus. 

2. The building itself was of Tast and magnifioent 

Eroportions. Its length was sixty eubits, ite 
eight thirty, and its breadth twenty cubits. Be« 
sides this, there were added porticoes, that ran 
round the main building, and also courts for the 
use of the priests and the people. The interior 
was lined with cedar, and ornamented with carvings 
representing cherubim, palm-trees, and all kinds 
of flowers. Everything needed in the temple foe 
the worship of G-od was of the purest gold, among 
which are enumerated ten tables, a large number 
of candlesticks, and a hundred chalices. 

3. At the end of seven years the temple was 
finished, when the princes and ancients of the 
people assembled together, and carried the ark 
from Mount Sion to the sanctuary prepared for it. 
The people walked before, while tbe Levites 
played upon cymbals and harps, and a hundred 
priests sounded their trumpets, and all the multi- 
tude sang : *^ Praise to the Lord, because He is 
good ; and His mercy endureth for ever." On the 
way an innumerable number of oxen and sheep 
were offered in sacrifice. 

4. When the ark was placed within the sanc- 
tuary, a cloud filled the temple, and the multitude 
fell upon their knees. Solomon, lifting up his 
hands towards heaven, said : "Lord, the God of 
Israel I nothing can be compared to Thee ; nor 
can the heavens contain Thee, much less this 
house ; nevertheless I have built it/ that here 

Describe the temple and the thingfs needed for the worship of 
God. Describe the dedication. What happened when the ark 
was placed itt the sanccaary ? 
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Thou nmyest listen to the prayers of ihe people, 
and mayest be merciful to them.'* 

5. Wliilst Solomon was yet praying^ and the 
people were round about adoring, fire- came down 
from heaven and consumed the sacrifices. Ood 
again appeared to Solomon, and told him his 
prayer was heard ; and this temple he had built 
should ever be a place where the prayers of those 
who came to offer their rows would be heard. 

Chapter 55.— The Magnificence of Solo- 
mon; niS end, [a.m. 3023, a.c.977.]— 1. For the 
first twenty years of his rei^n, Solomon walked in 
the footsteps of his father David. His name and 
his greatness were known throughout the world. 
Nations paid him tribute, and his vessels whitened 
the seas from India to Spain, carrying gold, and 
ebony, and precious stones to his capital. 

2. In this general prosperity many cities were 
built through the land, and Jerusalem rose to the 
highest splendour and magnificence. Solomon built 
a palace of untold wealth ; his throne was of ivorj, 
overlaid with gold, while within the palace hung 
fifty massive bucklers of the same precious metal. 

3. The vessels, the chalices, the utensils, and 
everything necessary for the service of the Lord, 
were of the purest gold. The people lived in 
peace, and neighbouring nations sought his friend- 
ship. Even the Queen of Saba, dazzled by the 
splendour of his fame, came to visit him, that she 
might for herself see his magnificence and prove 
his wisdom. These were the days of Israel's glory. 

What did God promise Solomon ? 

Chapter 55.-«VVhat is said of the first years of Solomon's 
reign 7 Describe Solomon's magnifioenoe. What is said of 
the ornaments and vessels of the temple f Who came to ses 
Solomon P 
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4. But Solomon' did not end his reign as he be- 
glin it When he grew old, he w^ led away from 
God by the blandishments of pagan women; his 
heart became corrupted, and he fell into idolatry ; 
nay, to please his women, he built a temple fof 
their idols. When the Lord saw this, He became 
exceediiigly angry, and told Solomon, that for his 
sins the kingdom would be divided and given to 
another: **yet,*' said the Lord, ''for the love I bore 
thy father David, I wiU leave two tribes to thy son/ ' 

5. Hurried on by his passion, and blinded by 
his sins, Solomon fell from his greatness. He 
oppressed his subjects, and scandalized his people, 
until discontent and revolt showed themselves 
everywhere. Amid general gloom, Solomon, the 
wisest of men, died, a sad example of the weak* 
ness and fickleness of man, and the vanifcy of life. 

Chapter 66.— The Division of the eWcLoiil 

[a.m. 3029, A.c. 971.J— 1. After tlie death of Solo- 
mon, the people came to his son Stoboatn, and 
asked him to lighten a little the burden which 
his father had imposed upon them. Broboam bade 
them return in tliree days. In the meantime he 
consulted the old men, who recommended mercy 
and kindness; and then the young men^ who 
advised harshness. Following the advioe of the 
young men, Boboam said to the people on the 
third day : " My father put a heavy yoke upon 
you ; I will make it heavier. My father beat you 
with whips ; I will chastise you with scorpions.'* 

2. When the people heard this they became 
▼ery angry, and stoned Aduran, the king's mes- 
sengeri and choosing Jeroboam, one of Solomon's 

How did Solomon end his daysf 

Chapter 56.»How did Roboam treat the people? What 
happened? What was Jeroboam made f 



J 



74 THB BITISIOir OF TSB KOrODOH. 

■erraiits, made him king over tea tribei. The 
two trlbe« of Juda aad Bdojamin adhered to 
Boboam. 

Thus, according as God had foretold Solomon, 
were the Jewish people divided into two kiogdoms^ 
•—Israel and Juda. Jerusaleoa remained the 
capital of Juda, while Samaria, at a later period, 
became the capital of Israel. 

3. This sinful separation of the ten tribes from 
their harsh, jet lawful king, is a figure of so manj 
who, by heresy and sin, separate themselves from 
the Catholic Church, God's true representative 
upon earth. 

Jerusalem represented truth ; Samaria, heresy. 
At the former was the temple, where alone sacrifice 
pleasing to God could be offered. There was the 
ark of the covenant, and there alone waa the 
priesthood that God had established. 

4. The separated tribes, from which waa formed 
the Kingdom of Israel^ were by far more numerous 
than the two that remained faithful. This 
mattered not. As with heresy, so with them ; in 
a few years they entirely disappeared from history, 
leaving but a name behind them. 

5. To the two tribes God showed mercy, for 
from them came the Saviour of the world. So 
shall it he with the Catholic Church; she has seen 
the rise and fall of all forms of heresies, many of 
which for a time seemed to threaten her existence ; 
but tliey have passed away, while she remains, as 
she will remain, to the end. 

Who adhered to Roboaoi ? Into what were the Jews divided ? 
What were the capitals of the two nations P What is said of the 
kingdom of Israel and of the kingdom of Juda ? What is said 
of the Catholic Church and heresy ? 

End of the Fourth Agt* 
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AGE V. 

DECLINE QF THE PEOPLE OF 

ISRAEL. 

PBOM BOBOAM TO JISUS CHBI8T. 



PART FIRST. 
THIS xnmeoic oif ibrakl to its BBBTBfironoii' bt thb 

BINeS 01^ ABSTBIA. 

Chapter 67,— A (Jeneral View.— 1. Soon after 

their Beparation from the Kingdom of Juda, the 
people of Israel fell into idolatry. It happened 
thus: Jeroboam said to himself: '* If my people 
go up to Jerusalem to offer sacrifice, as the law 
commands, they will soon return to Boboam, and 
abandon me.'* So he made two calves of gold, 
an.d setting them up, said to the people : ''Go not 
up to Jerusalem, for your gods are here." The 
people obeyed him, and adored the idols. 

2. During his whole reign, Boboam made war 
upon Jeroboam ; nor was peace ever permanently 
established between the two kingdoms. So bitter 
became the strife, that frequently the stranger and 
the pagan were called in to help the weaker side. 

For two hundred .and fifty-three years Israel, 
whose capital was at, Samaria, maintained a sepa- 
rate existence. During this time Israel had nine* 
teen kings, most of whom came to the throne by 
violence, or by the murder of their predecessors. 
Disorder, vice^ idolatry, reigned supreme* 

Chapter 57.— How did the people of Israel fall into idolatry? 
What did Roboam do against Jeroboam ? How long did the 
kingdom of Israel last P What was its charaaer f 
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3. To punish the kings and correct the people, 
and that He might leave them no shadow of excuse 
for their wickedness, God from tim^ tp time raised 
up saintlj men, called Prophets, These propliets 
preached and wrought miracles, both in the king- 
dom of Israel and in the kingdom of Juda- 

4. ~Ood did everything to save His chosen peo- 
'ple; at one time humbling them by the hands of 
their enemies, at another cheering them on with 
,the promises of the Bedeemer. Bat they were a 
perverse and stijOT-necked people, nor would thej 
obey. Hence God could say to them, in all jus- 
•tice : " O Israel, thy destruction is from thyself!" 

Chapter 68.— Gk)d sends the Prophet Elias. 

[a.k. 3092, A.C. 908.]— 1. Achab was one of the 
most wicked of all the kings that ruhed over 
Israel. In concert with his pagan wife, Jezabel, 
he built a temple to the god Baal. He appointed 
four hundred and fifty priests to serve this false 
god, whilst at the same time he put to death all 
the priests of the true God he could find in hit 
kingdom. 

2. When God saw the wickedness of this king, 
He sent Elias the prophet to him to tell him no 
rain should fall in Israel. When Achab heard 
this, he became exceedingly angry, and secretly 
sought to put Elias to death. But God bade the 
prophet go to the torrent of Carith, where the 
ravens would feed him. - 

3. Elias did as he was commanded, and night 
and morning the ravens brought him^ bread and 
flesh, and he drank from the torrent. In time the 

Who were the prophets ? What did they do? 
Chapter 58.— What is said of Achab ? What did he build ? 
Who came to him ? Where did Elias go f How was he fed f 
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torrent also dried up, when the Lord told Ellas to 
go to Serepta, in the land of the Sidonians, where 
. a widow would feed him. . 

4. Elias went, and as. he was entering the citj, 
he met the widow, from whom he asked a little 
water to drink. When she went to bring it, Elias 
called after her to bring him also a little morsel of 
bread. But she answered: ** I have but a handful 
of meal and a little oil in a cruse. I am gathering 
a few sticks wherewith to cook it for myself and 
my son, that we may eat it and die." 

5. Elias bade her fear not, but to make a cake 
for him, and then to make one for herself and son, 
" Eor her meal would not fail, nor her oil diminish, 
until rain would fall upon the earth.'* The woman 
did as he commanded her, and her meal failed not, 
nor did her oil diminish. 

6* Some time afterwards the widow's son died, 
and at the prayer of Elias, the child was restored to 
life. When the woman saw what was done, she said 
to Elias: **Now I know you are a man of God," 

Chapter 69.— Elias and the Priests of BaaL 

[^.M. 3096, A.C. 904.] — 1. For three years and six 
months no rain fell in- Israel. Again Elias pre- 
sented himself to Achab, who, with much anger, 
chid him for the distress that was then in the 
country. But Elias answered him that he had -not 
plunged Israel into its present trouble, but the 
king himself by his sins a.nd his idolatries. 

2. Then Elias bade the king assemble all Israel 
upon Mount Carmel, and also the four hundred 
and fifty priests of Baal. Achab did so, and wenfc 
himself to the mountain. When they were all 

Where did God send him ? Tell" what happened to' the widow 
of Serepta. ' ' ' ' 

Chapter 59.— >For how- long did no rain fall ? 
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assembled, Blias made tiie fbliowing proposition : 
*' I am alone/* said he ; " the priests of Baal are 
four hundred and fifty ; let two ballooks be given 
US; let them choose one, and I wiil choose the 
other ; let them kill their bullock^ and I will kill 
mine; and let each of us lay our- bullook upon 
wood, but put no fire under it; then let them call 
upon their gods, and I wiil call upon my Q-od; 
and let the Ghod that shall answer by fire, be G-od." 
The proposition pleased the people. 

3. The priests of Baal prepared themselves wi<^ 
great solemnity, and when they had dressed their 
bullock, laid it on the altar. From momingtill noon 
they called upon Baal, but he heard them not. 

Then Eiias began to laugh at them, bidding them 
" Cry louder ; perhaps Baal was asleep ; or may 
be entertaining himself with a friend ; or perhaps 
he might be on a journey, and away from home." 
They continued to cry all the louder, but no Baal 
spoke. 

4. Elias built an altar also, and, dressing his 
bullock, laid it on it. He dug a trench round 
about the altar, and filled it with water ; he also 
poured water on the wood. Then he called upon 
the Lord to show His power, that the people 
might be converted. 

5. While Elias was yet praying, fire came down 
from heaven and consumed the holocaust, as also 
the wood and the stones of the altar: nay, the very 
water in the trench. When the people saw this, 
they fell on their faces, and cried out: ''The Lord, 
Ue is God ; the Lord, He is the true God.'* 

Then the priests of Baal were slain, and shortly 
after rain fell in great abundance. 

What proposal did Elias make ? How did the priests of Baal 
aa f What did EUas do t What was the resultf 
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Chapter 60<^The Vineyard of Nabotlt^l. 

A mau named Naboth liad a vineyard near the 
palace of King Acliab. Tlie king winhed to buy it, 
but Naboth would not sell it ; ao Achab became 
Tery angry. When Jezabel) the queen, heard what 
had happened, she sent for false witnesses, who 
accused Naboth **of having blasphemed against 
God and the king." Naboth was stoned to death, 
and Achab took the vineyard. 

2. By the command of God, Elias came to Achab, 
and told him, because he had done this wicked things 
and unjustly taken the vineyard of Nabotli,thedogt 
would lick his blood, and eat the flesh of Jezabel. 

This prophecy was fulfilled to the letter. Three 
years after, Achab was mortally wounded in battle, 
and the dogs licked his blood ; and some time 
after that, during the reign of Jehu, Jezabel, by 
the king's orders, was thrown from a window, and 
trampled to death under the horses' feet. When, 
some hours afterwards, her friends came to seek for 
the body, it was found torn to pieces by the dogs. 

Chapter 61.— The Prophet Eliseus.— 1. By 

God's command, Elias chose Eliseus for his suc- 
cessor. When the time drew near that Elias 
should go to God, he strove to escape from Eliseus, 
but he could not. And while they were walking 
together, Elias was parted from Eliseus by a fiery 
chariot, and carried up into heaven by a whirlwind. 
The mantle of Elias fell upon Eliseus, and he 
was filled with the spirit and miraculous powers of 
Lis master. 

Chapter 6a —What is said of Naboth's vineyard ? How 
did Achab get it ? What did Eiias tell Achab ? How was this 
prophecy fulfilled P 

Chapter 6i.^Who suocxeded Elias F How did Elias go up 
to heaven F What fell upon Eliseus I 
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2*. One day Eltseus was insultecl bj some rxxie 
boys, who mockingly called him "Bald-head." 
The prophet threatened them in the name of the 
Lord, and at the isame instant two bears came 
from the woods, and tore forty of these wicked 
boys to pieces^ 

3. On another occasioDi Naaman, a distinguished 
Syrian general, came to Eliseus to be cured of 
leprosy. When he came to the house where 
Eliseus was, the prophet sent him word by his 
Bervuxt to go and wash seven times in the Jordan, 
and he would be clean. Naaman became exceed- 
ingly angry, because he thought he had been 
slighted by the prophet. 

. 4l However, at the earnest advice of his servants, 
Naaman went, and bathing seven limes in the 
Jordan, was cured. WIten Naamaa saw what 
was done, he returned to Eliseus, and acknowledged 
there was no G-od but the Qod of Israel. Then 
he besought the prophet to take a gift, but he 
would not. 

5. When Naaman was gone, Giezi, Eliseus' ser- 
vant', ran after him, and told him that two sons of 
the prophets had just called upori his master, and 
he had been sent for a talent of silver and two 
changes of garments. Naaman gave him two 
talents of silver, and Giezi returned to his master. 

6. When Eliseus saw him, he asked " Where he 
had been." But Giezi denied he had been any- 
where. Eliseus became indignant at the lie, and 
said to hfm : "My spirit was with you when the 
man turned back from his chariot to meet you. 
Even now you have the silver and garments that 
were given you. As a punishment for your sin. 

What happened the rude boys ? Tell the story of Naaman. 
"What happened to Giezi t 
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the leprosy of Naaman shall stick to jon for erer." 

And Giezi went out a leper, white as snow. 

7. After working many miracles, Eliseus died, 

and was buried. Some time after his death a man 

died, and his friends came to bury him near the 

grave of Eliseus. But suddenly a band of robbers 

coming upon them, they threw the disad man into 

the grave where the body of Eliseus lay. Scarce 

had the dead man touched the bones of Eliseus, 

when he came to life, and stood upon his feet. 

This fact proves that even among the Jevrs God wroaght 
mingles by the relioa of Hia saints. 

Chapter 62.— Jonas the Prophet [a.m. 3197, 

A.o. 803] — 1. After the death of EliseuB, God chose 
Jonas for His prophet. One day G-od bade him go 
to Ninive and preach penance, for the sins of the 
people had become very great. 
- Nitiive was the capital of Assyria, and Jonas 
wished it to perish. Hence he fled to the sea, and 
embarked aboard a vessel going to Tharsis, think- 
ing he would thus flee from the liord. 

2. When the ship had pushed out from the land, 
God sent a violent storm, so tlxat the vessel was in 
danger of being lost. They cast lots to see who was 
the cause Of tTie evil, and the lot fell upon Jonas. 
Then he told them what he had done, and advised 
them to cast him into the sea. The sailors cast him 
overboard, and immediately the sea became calm. 

3. The Lord had prepared a great fish, a whale, 
which swallowed up Jonas. For three days and 
ttiree nights the prophet was in the whale's belly. 
Then he prayed to the Lord for help. God heard 

What happened to the dead man ? 

Chapter 6 1.— Where was Jonas sent? What happened to 
h jm f How long was Jonas in the whalers bcllj P ■ . 

6 OT 
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him, ftdd on fhe tbird daj the fttth vomited bim out 

oti dry land. 

4. Jotms WM a jBfirnre of Jeini Chriflt. J'onai waH dasfc Into 
the tcA, th«t by tUe ioflH of one tl» eraw migrht be n/red. Bf 
.the eiiorifioe of Cbziet the world wa« redeemed. Jonas woe 
three dayi in the whale's bell/ ; Christ was three days in the 
itomb. 

5. €k>d said to Jonas a lecbrtd fimis : ** Go inrto 
NiniT^ and cr;^: 'Tet forty days, atid Ninive shall 
be destroyed.**' Whien thb people heard these 
words, they believed in God, and fainting, clothed 
themselFes in sadieloth and ashes. Bven the kin^ 
shared in the general penance, and by proclamation 
eommanded evtoy one to abandon nki sins, that 
perhaps God would «pare the city. When God 
saw the sincerity of their repentance. He heard the 
prayer of theipeople, and did not destroy the eit^. 

6. Jonas, fearing he might be considered a false 
pro.pliet,.was'diapleased»and goiag, -built for him- 
self a booth outside the walls of the city. During 
the night the Lord eaused an ivy to grow up, that 
it might shade .the prophet f^um the heat of the 
sun. Jonas was much pleased-; but in the follow- 
ing night God prepared. a worm to atrike the ivy^ 
and it withered. 

7. Then there came a hqt, burning wind, while 
the rays of the sun beat upon the head of the pifo- 
phet. Scorched by tlie heat, discouraged and de<- 
jected, Jonas wished to die. But the Lord said to 
him: " Tou are gricTed and dejected for the loss 
of a miserable ivy that yOu neither, planted nior 
mad^ to grow ; should I not spare Ninive, a great 
city, in which there are move thaa a hundred and 
twenty thousand men P" 

How was Jonas a 6g^ure of Jesus Christ? "What did the 
people of Ninive do t How did Jonas act? W,hac did Jonas 
build t Wbit is said of the ivy t What bctanie of, Niuive f 
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Ohftpter ea— The End of the Eimffdom of 

braeL >[a.m. 8278, a.o. 722.]-*-1. Niuive, au 
idolatrous city, did ponance, ami found grace witli 
Qod ; but Israel became daily mare and mlt^re 
wicked. She «et God at defiiince, and de»pi8eU 
His propbetfl, until, weary with her ccimes, He 
resolved on her destruction* 

2. Suddenly and unexpectedly, Sal manaaar, Kinir 
of As*«yrifl, came with a powerful army, and laid 
siege to Samaria, the capital of Israel. -After tlvree 
years he took the city, and led the greater portion 
of the inhabitants captives into AsHyria, wh»le 
those who remained became mixed with the neighs 
bouring nations. 

8. The religion of the Samaritane was » com- 
pound of Judaism and paganism. Xhe people of 
Judea hated the Samaritans, both because of their 
religion and ^because of their revolt; Heuee our 
Saviour was called a Samaritan, because the Jew* 
thought they could call a man no worse name. 

Those who were led away into captivity nevcf 
returned, but, becoming mixed with the people of 
AsKjria and the surrounding nations, were lost to 
Lintory, and periHhed m a people. Not a trace of 
the teu tribes remains to-day. 

Chapter 64— The Old Tobiae, [a.ic. 8280, 

A.o 714f.]**l. Among those who were led into cap* 
Uvity by Salmanasar, was a Ghod- fearing man, 
named Tobias. From his youth he had avoided 
the society of the wicked, and kept the eommand- 
ments. He* spent much of his time iii coneoliMg 
bia-fellow-captiven, and by liis charities heiping to 

Chapter 63. — W ho itestroyed Israel? How? What became' 
•f the people ? What was flie VeligidA of:tho baiHatitutof Wtiy 
was Christ called a SamaruaiiP 

Chapitf64.^Whatts$aidofTobiM? a 
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reliere their wants. To feed the hungry, to clothe 
the naked, and in the night to bury the dead« was 
his usual care. 

2. One day, weariedand. exhausted with barying 
the dead, he returned to hia house, and lying down 
by the wall, fell asleep. Whilst he.slept, the hot 
dung from a swallow's nest fell into his eyes, and 
he lost- his sight Tobias bore his affliction without 
murmur, and strove to purify himself by his trials, 

8. Tobias being rendered helpless by the loss of 
his sight, his wife Anna went out every day to 
weave, that she might help to support him. One 
day she received, ever and above her wages, a little 
kid. When Tobias heard it bleating, he began to 
fear lest it might have been gotten dishonestly, 
and not until he had been assured that it was a 
gift would he toucii it 

Chapter 65.— The Caansete of Tobias to 

his Son. — 1. After Tobias had been proved in 
many tribulations, he thought he was going to die. 
So he called his son to him, that he might give 
him some advice. 

•* When I die," said he, " fail not to bury me. 
{lonour thy mother, nor forget what she suffered 
for thee. When she dies, bury her by my side. 
Kear.Ghod, and never sin; keep pride from ydur 
heart, and seek the counsel of the wise man. 

2. '* Uo to another what you would wish him to 
do to you. Oive.alms according to your means ; 
if you have much, give much ', if little, give little; 
but give- with a good heart. We are poorf it is 
true ; but if we fear God, and avoid sin, we will 
receive much." 

What did 1 bbias do P How did he lose his sight f Whst 
ie said about the kid ? 
Chapter 65. — What- ooansels did Tobias give his son f 
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When tlie joang Tobias lienrd liis good old fathor 
■peaking in tliis manner, lie fell upon his neck, 
and weeping, promised to do all lie had commanded. 

Chapter 66.— The Journey of the Tonog 

Tobias, [a.m. 3300, ac. 700.]— 1. Al'ier tliia a«i- 
\ice, Tobias wished to send Lis son to a distant 
city, called Bages, to collect a debt. Before he 
started, the old man was very anxious to select for 
him a suitable companion, — one who also knew the 
way. The young Tobias went out to seek one, 
and he found a beautiful young man standing 
eirded and ready for tlie road. It was the angel 
Baphael, but Tobias knew it not. 

.2. Tobias asked the strane^er if he knew the road 
to Eages. He answered ** Tes.'* Then he led him 
into tiie liouse, when the angel promised to leati 
the younger Tobias to Rages and back again. 
Tobias bloHsed them, and they departed. 

3. At the end of the first day's journey they 
came to the river Tigris. Whfn Tobias wished 
to wash his feet, a monstrous fish rose up to de- 
▼oar him. The angel bade him fear not, but seize 
the fitfli and draw it out. Tobias did so. Then, 
according to the directions of the angel, he took 
out the heart, and the gall, and the liver, and pnc 
them away to be used for medicirte. Tliey then 
roasted as much of the fish as they could eat; the 
rest they salted and took with (hem. 

4. When they drew near to a certain city, tbe 
angel told Tobias that there lived tliere a man, 
named Baguel, a near relation ; that, moreover, he 
had a daughter named Sara, whom he must ask ia 

How did the young Tobias act P 

Chapirr 66.— Tell the hUtory of RaphacL What is said 
about the fish ? 
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marriage. When Ragiiel now Tiiin, and heard who 
he wafl, he waa excee<lin^lj glad, and readilj gav^ 
him his daughter. Tobiafi remained witli his father- 
in-law during tlie rejoicings for his marriage, but 
Baphiiel went on to Bages, and received the 
money for which they had come. 

Ghapter 67.— The Return of Tobias.—!. 

When Tobias had been with Biiguel for some time, 
lie thought of returning home, lest his father might 
be uueasj at his delay. At first Baguel strove to 
persuade hi in to remain : but when he saw the 
young man resolved to go, he drvided his property* 
and gave him half a? a marriage gif^, and. blessing 
him and Uis daughter, dismissed them. 

2. After they had come some distance on the 
way, Raphael and Tobias, leaving Sara and the 
company to fidlow, wen ton before. IJy the ^dvice 
of the angel, Tobias took with him the gall of the 
iish, which he had preserved. 

Meanwhile the parents of TobiiMi became very 
aozious at the long delay.of their son. His mother 
wept unceaaii4;ly, and every day wei)t to the top 
of a neighbouring hill^ frougi whi^h she could see a 
great way off. 

3. At length she s^vf him in the distance, and 
recognized him at oncef Then she ran hsitok and 
told her husband tliat their spn was coming. Th^ 
old man, led by the hand, h^sleped to mee^fbis son, 
and kiMtiing him, they both wept for joy. In the 
lueanLime the dog that had accompanied the 
younger Ti>bia<B pn his journey, ran on before^ 
^^gii'g hi» Uil^l^d jumping with delight. 

Whar is said of Ragurl ? 
• ' Chapter 67.— «Whai did Raguel. divide I What is ssid of Che 
meeting of the old and yoaug 'I obias t 
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4. Wlien thej had all thaDked Gtoi for His 
mercies, Tobias anointed Lis father's eyes with the 
gall of the fish which he had brought with him, 
and immediatelr the old man recovered his sight. 
Falling on his knees, he praised G-od, as well be- 
cause He had a£QUcted hiku with blindness, as now 
because He had cured him. 

Seven dajs after this Sara arrired, and with her 
f be servants, the flocks, and the camels her father 
had given her^ besides the monej which G-abeius 
had paid. A gT^at feast was made, and thej gave 
themnelvea up to rejoicing* 

5. When tbe days of the feast were finished, 
Tobias asked his father what reward they would 
irive the young man that had accompanied him, or 
what recompense eould be sufficient for all he had 
(lone for them. After conaulting, they Called the 
aogel, and offered him half of all they possessed, 
but he refused. Then he bade them rejoice and 
give thanks ta Gk>d for His mercies to them, to 
]iray and to fast, and to fear not, *' For," said he, 
'* I am Raphael^ ene of the angels that stand before 
God) and haVe been sent by the Lord to heal you." 

6. When they heard this they were liiuch troii* 
bled, and (eli with their faces to the ground. But 
the angel said to them: ^ Fear not; it was God'a 
will I should be with you; bless Hitti and sing* His 
praise^" Then he disappeared, but they Continued 
to praise God and to publish all His' wonders. 
At a good old* age they were both gathered to 
their fathers^ full of grace before God and mc^n. 

Hbw aid Tobias reocnrer his ai^t 9 ^'hat is said of Sara ? 
What was offered (o BA|>haei ? What did hs saj f 
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PART SECOND. 

THE KIHGDOX OF JI7DA, FROX THB TBAB 975 TO THB 
BIBTH OF JBBVB CHBI8T. 

Chapter 68.— A Summary of the Principal 

Events. [a..u • 8025, ▲.c. 975.]— l. From the death 
of King Boboam to the year 588 before Christ, 
eighteen princes of the house of David successivelj 
governed Juda. Some of them were men of wis- 
dom, who, fearing Ood, listened to the prophets 
that were sent to them ; but many of them were 
wicked and perverse, who gave tliemselves up to 
idolatry, and led the people into sio. 

2. To punish these latter, in tlie year 606 God 
permitted Jerusalem to be taken by the Baby* 
jonians, and the principal men among tlie Jews to 
be led into captivity. Eighteen years afterwards, 
— that is, in the year 568 before Christ, — the en- 
tire population of Juda was carried into Babylon, 
and the kingdom of Juda destroyed* 

8. For seventy years the Jews remained captives 
in Babylon, until they learned to humble them- 
selves and acknowledge their sins. During their 
captivity their faith was strengthened by the 
words of the prophets, and by their piety they 
edified their conquerors, and spread amongst them 
a knowledge of the Redeemer. 

4r. At the end of seventy years,— 586 before 
Christ,— God led the Jews back to their own eoun* 
try. They immediately rebuilt Jerusalem and 
the temple, and for two hundred years lived in 
peace and contentment. 

After the death of Alexander the Great,— 828 

Chapter 68.— What is said of David's snoceKsors? When 
were (he Jews carried into Babylon ? How long did they re. 
main in captivity ' When did the Jews return? What was 
reboik? 
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Tears before Clirist, — tliey were a«rnin persecuted 
by diiferent nalionfi, \u\\\] Herod, a Btranger, 
ascended llie llirone of David. Then, according 
to tlie prophecy of Jjicob, the lime was come 
when Christ should bo horn. 

Chapter 69.-^The Kings of Juda, froxn Ro- 

boaxn to EzechiaS. — l. Abla, a brave but wicked 
prince, succeeded his father Boboain on the throne 
of Juda. In turn lie was succeeded by Asa, who 
in the beginning ruled with justice, and by his 
many brilliant victories added to the glory of 
Juda, but at laRt ended in forgetting God. 

2« Josaphat, who succeeded him, wns better than 
*any of liis tliree predecessors. He abolisiied idola- 
try, and appointed God-fearing men lo judge the 
people and teach them the law of God. For h]« 
piety God gave him the victory over his enemies. 

8. Josaphat was succeeded by his son Joram, a 
eruel and idolatrous prince, who in turn was suc- 
ceeded by Ochozias, as wicked as his predecessor. 
Ocbozias was succeeded by liis wife, Alhalia, who 
for seven years committed all kinds of abomina- 
tions in Juda. 

Shemurdered all the children of the royal family, 
Joas, the grandson of Ochozias, excepted, who was 
hidden by Joiada, the high-priest. He af'terwardH 
ascended the throne, and during the life- time of 
Joiada was a virtuous and pious prince, but after 
the death of the high-priest, like so many of his 
predecessors, fell into idolatry. 

4. Amasias, Ozias, and Joathan successively 
reigned in Juda. In some respects they were 
better than tlieir piiedecessors; yet they often fell 
into idolatry. 

Once Ozias wished to usurp the duties of the 
Chapter 69.— What is said of the successors of Roboam ? 
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prlesthaod^ &nd« entering into, the temple^ in9iflt;e4 
i;poa burning incense before tbet JUord^ The 

Erieat9 boldly resjsted Liia, and ordei^e4 bJLiA tq 
lAv^ the Bancfcuarj. 

5. Ozias became exceed in(;1jr angrj, and threat* 
ene<l to strike the. priests with tlie i^ensec he.beld 
in his hand. On the instant he was slruck by the 
hand of Q-od, and covered with a leprosy that never 
left Iiim. TTntil the day of bis death, Ozias re* 
inained a public example of how God punishes the 
presumptioiU of a layman who assumes the duties 
of a priest. 

GHpter TO^^The pixins King Esectws. [am. 

3301, KC. Q99.,] — 1. Tike noble and pious Ezecbiafi* 
ascended the throne oi* Jud3 after the death of 
Achaz,. the wit^ked ap4 idolatFO:ns son of Joatham^ 
Like David, be was- a inyan according ta God's own 
heart. I{e pnri^d the teuiple and abolished 
idolatry, fpr wliich God blessed bii,ii,.aQ4 Jufl^irosi^ 
i]|;i po.wer and infii4en^e» 

2* Pnring liis rei<{n Sennacherib, theKiQg^^As^ 
syria^ laid siege to Jeru/salemi but iE^T&echias feared 
Dot. While the AsHyrians lay round about tb^ 
city,. Ezecbiaa went toi the tein{>le<and praye4 ^ 
tJie Xiord. He also sent tlie prigests, clad in their, 
rebes of mourning, to Isaiasthe.propbet, b^^gS'^fil 
him also tQ pray in their behalf. The Lo>d bear4t 
Lis prayer, and in tl^ nigbt seoit His apgel into the. 
cam]f. of the Assyrians^ and there were slaia em 
the morning a hundred aud eiglity thqusaad of the 
ejiemy^ T.be rest peri<»)ied in their flight. 

3. About this time D^ech^as .fell seriously ifit 
and the propliet Jsaie3 came U^ biw» and warned 

What is said of Ozias f 

Chaj^cr. 7Q.— WJ^ai i» ^i4 of Etcchiai^P Hqw was Sen- 
nacherib defeated f How mai^ were killed ? 
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htm to arrange bis affiiirsv^i^ be was about, to» die* 
Wben the king beard this be became gFoutly 
alarmed, and tuirning bW face to the temple, prayed 
earnestlj to the Lord. His prayer was beard, and 
fifteen years were added to bis life. His reigu wa4 
one of the most glorious in the history of Juda« 

Chapter 71.— The KmgB Immediately pre- 
ceding the Baliyloiiish Captirity.— 1. Manasses 

succeeded his father Ezechias, on the throne of 
Juda. He was a wicked prince, and wantonly 
shed the blood of the innooent. He rebuilt the 
altars of the false gods, which his father had de* 
strayed : and, influenced by his bad example, the 
people became more sinful i\t&t\ even the pai^ans. 
As a punishment for bis crimes, Ood permitted 
this wicked king t6 fall into the hands of the 
Assyrians, who led him a captive to Babylon. 

2. In his cap tirity be learned to acknowledge 
hifl faults, and to do penanee for his* sins. 6-od 
took compassion on him, and brought him back to 
Jerusalem,, wiiere, in bis latter days, he strove to 
repair the seandate of his early reipfn. 

S. His son AmmoQ succeeded bim, only to imi- 
tate him in his wickedness, but his grandson Josias 
ptrove to follow the example of his latter daysw 
During the reign of Josias, idolatry was rooted 
out, and' religion restored. That be might not see 
the evils that were about to come upon the king- 
dom of Juda, God took him to Himself, after a 
sli^rt reign of niae years.. 

4^ He waa succeeded by Joachax, Joachim, and 
8ed€fcias» all wicls^d priuce9, who led the people 

V^hat was added to the life of EzerhUs f 

Chaptex7i,«-nWbai is said of- Manasses f How dtfl Ood 
l^pni^h hiBSk ? HoWf ^ he cad hia. <iaya ! What ia said/ ^ 
Josias ? 
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iway from God, and by tlieip idolatries bronglit 
about the captivity of Babylon. "With but few 
exceptions, Juda was cursed with bad kings. Her 
history is sin and its punishment, until, at length, 
she ended in crucifying Jesus Christ, and being 
cast off by God. 

Chapter 72.— The Prophets.—!. Prom the 

beginning of the reign of Boboam to the captivity 
of Sedecias, God raised up men gifted with special 
powers, and into whom He breathed His. own 
Spirit. These were the JPrapheU, whom He sent 
to preach penance to the people, and to threaten 
kings with the judgments that awaited them if 
ihey continued to forget God. 

2. The most renowned of the prophets who rose 
during the early history of Jnda were Joel, Mi* 
cheas, and Isaias. These prophets were generally 
poor men, but bold in the power of God; nor did 
the^ fear to resist kings, or to cry out against 
their sins. 

3. At their preaching many repented^ and for a 
while returned to God. Por their fearless war 
against sin, and their open denunciations of both 
kings and people, some of them were put to death. 
Though dead, their words lived in the hearts of the 
just, among whom the true faith was preserved ; 
and by whom the hopes and promises that had 
been made of the Bedeemer that was to come 
were handed down to clieer the world. 

Chapter 73.— The Captivity of Babylon. 

[From 006 to 536 years a.o.]— L After the death 
of the pious King Josias, Nabuchodonosor, King 

What is said of Joda f 

Chapter 7 1.' — Vlho were the prophets f Who were much 
renowned ? What did chey preach f How did some of ibem 
dieP 
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of Babylon, came and besieged Jerusalem. When 
be bad taken tlie city, he carried back with him to 
!Babylon the principal men of the nation, together 
with a part of the sacred yesaels of the temple. 
This happened in the year 606 before Christ, and 
was the beginning of what in history is known as 
the " Babylonian Captivity,** 

2. Three years alter this, NabuchodonOsor re- 
turned to Jerusalem, and carried Jechonias, the 
king, back with him to Babylon. He also on this 
occasion carried with him into captivity a great 
part of the people, besides immense treasures. He 
left Sedecias to rule over the remnant of Juda. 

3. Sedecias revolted, and Nabuchodonosor re- 
turned for tlie third time, and destroyed Jerusalem, 
and burned the gorgeous and magnificent temple 
of Solomon, carrying with him nearly tbe entire 
Jewish people. He put out the eyes of Sedecias, 
and loading him with chains, carried him a captive 
to Babylon. This happened in the year, 583 be- 
fore Christ. 

4. At this time lived Jeremias the prophet, who 
long before had warned the people of the destr no- 
tion that was about to come upon tbem. Alone 
and in sorrow he continued to weep orer Jerusa- 
lem, and at times presented himself to the people 
with a chain around his neck, as a sign of the cap- 
tivity that was near at hand. Biit bis warnings 
were received with curses and persecutions* 

5. When at length Jerusalem was destroyed, 
Jeremias remained to console the remnant of the 
nation that was leftj and to weep amid the ruins 
of the once glorious' city. 

' Chapter 73. — What is said of Nabuchodonosor f "When did 
herctarnP Wliat did he carry with himP Who was left? 
What happened to Jerusalem and the tennple ? What is said 
•f Jeremias P 
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In Ilia grand Iiamentation9, Jeremfas crfes otrt 
from the depth of hw sorrow : ** Hbw Borrowfu], 
lalfls I are the ways that )ead to Mount Moria ; 
there are now none to come to tbeTeast. Tlie gales 
tof tlie city are destroyed ; the priests weep ; the 
virgm« are without ornanrent. O you who pass 
by llie way, see if there is sorrow like unto my 
fTorrow ! Alas I is this the city of magnificeQce, 
the perfect in beauty, the joy of the world ?" 

6. During their captivity the Jews did penance 
for their sins, and became sinoiirely convei'ted to 
the Lord. Nabuchodonosor was kind and con* 
siderflte to them ; but tliey wept and sighed to 
return to their country. " By the rirers of Baby- 
lon,** cried they, ** we sat and wept when we 
remembered 8ion. On the branches of the willoW- 
trees we hung np onr hat^ps ; for how could W6 
sing the songs of tSion in a strange laiid V 

CbsMter 74.— Daniel and the Three Tonng 

Ven. [A.H. 8410, A.o. 590.]-^l. Amongst the cap- 
tives at Babylon were several youths of the royal 
race. Amongst these were Daniel and his three 
companions^ Azarias, Ananias, and Misael. By 
the command of king Nabuchodonosor, they were 
selected,. as well for the beauty of their persons as 
for their intelligence, and orders were given to 
feed tliem daily from the royal table. 

2. But by the Jewish law several kiiid« of meats 
were forbidden to be eaten. These young men 
fearing, they would be required to eat of these for- 
bid deii meats, came to the chief eunuch of the 
ling, and begged liiin to let them for ten days be 
fed on pi^lse, and to drink water only ; and then, 
if they were not fatter and fairer than those wno 

, Wtjat is said of ihc LamcHUuionsP What is said of thS 
Jews in captivity f 
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'Were fed flhom the king's table, they would tubmit 
and eat what he wisiied. 

8. The pt*6po8itron pleased Malasar, the chief 
eunuch, and at the end of ten days their faces were 
fatter and fairer than those who had been fed from 
Ihe king's table. From tliis time furward they 
were fed On pulse and water only. 

4. Ood gave thein, besides comeliness df person, 
great abundance of wisdom, so that when some'time 
afte'rtvard they wete calFed before the king, nbne 
•were found equal to tfiem. Thus they were selected 
aiid plnced in the service of Nabucrhodonosor. 

Chapter 76.— Daniel saves Susaxma. [a.m. 

8410, A.o. 590J — 1. Among tlie Jewish d^ptives 
at Babylon was a man named Joachim, as di«tiu* 
guished for his goodnens as his wife Susanna was 
for her beauty and her virtue. Many of the Jews 
came to his house, for there two of the aucieuts 
were wont to administer justice. 

•2. Joachim had an orishard near his house, where 
his wife Susanna was accustomed to walk at mid- 
day. The two judges, who were wicked men, knew 
this, and one day conceajed themselv.es in the or- 
chard. According, to custom, Susanna came in to 
walk, when they came to her and strove to persuade 
her to commit sin with them, but she refused. They 
then threatened to accuse her before the people. 

8. When Susanna saw herself thus'straitened on 
every Hde,she ktiew niitwhut to do. **If lylefd," 
said she, '* I am ruined before God ; and if I (to 
ta6t, I will not escape yotir hands. Howevidr, it is 
better to fall into your hakidd Intibc^ti^y'thau to 
sin agitinst God." 

So she cried with a I'ou'd voice, and the old m^a 

Chapter 74, — Tell the history of Daniel and his companions. 
Cliapter 75.— Tell the hUtory of Susanna. 
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cried also. When the people were come together, 
the two meD aceused Susanna. 

4. On ihe morrow Susanna was cited before the 
tribunal. She came accompanied by her parents 
and friends, all weeping for the disgrace that had 
happened to them. The old men renewed their 
charge, and faith was placed in their words. 8 a* 
Aauna was condemned to death, but she prayed to 
the Lord, and He heard her. 

5. When they were leading her forth to be 
shoned, Daniel, enlightened by the Spirit of God, 
cried out : '* Let there be another trial : these 
men have borne false witness." The people, hear- 
ing this, returned in haste. 

6. Then Daniel commanded the two old men to 
be separated one from the other. When this was 
done, Daniel asked the first under what tree he 
liad seen Susanna. He answered: "Under a 
n I as tic- tree." He was then put aside, and the 
other asked, '* Under what tree he had seen the 
woman." He answered : *' tinder a holm-tree." 

7. When the people heard their contradictory 
stories, they saw how false had been their accusa- 
tion against the virtuous SuHanna, and praised God 
who thus preserved those who trusted in Hiin. 

From that day Daniel was great in the eyes of 
the people. 

Chapter 76.— The Three Toung Men in 
the Fiery Furnace. [a..m. 34.17, a.c. 583.]--l. 

NabuchodonoBor made a statue ofgold^and setting 
it up, commanded the grandees and people of his 
kingdoi^ to fall down and adore it. Every one 
«>beyed, Ananias, Misael, and Azarias excepted. 

IIV hare was Susanna oke^ on th« morrow? To what was 
she coiitlcmned ? Who saved her ? How? .. 
Chapter 76. — ^Tell the history of the golden statue. 
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Daniel , was not present, or be also wbiiTd haTO 
di8ol)eyed[. The BabTloDians, seeing^ thaf the 
tiiree young meh would not adore the idol^ accu'Bed 
them to the king. 

• 2. "When Kabuclibdonoft'or saw that ^ren he 
cfauld not induce them to adore his statue, filled 
With fury, he ori'dered a furnace to he heat^ soYen 
times' more than usual, and the young men to be 
thrown into it. ' His order was immediately obeyed. 
Howeyer, the men who threw them in were burned 
to death. 

3. An angel descended with the three young 
men 9 whilst God sent a soft dewy air, that blew 
within the furnace like an evening breeze. Not a 
hair of their heads was singed, nor were their 
clothes touched by the fire. 

4. "W'hen the king heard this wonder, be came 
and looked into the furnace himself. **jyid we not/* 
he asked, ^' cast three men, bound, into the lire ? 
Behold, I see four loose, and unhurt, and the fourth 
is like the Son of God." Then the king eried 
out : " Seryants of God, come forth." 

5. They obeyed; and when the king saw there 
was no sign of fire upon them, he thanked God, 
who had thus sayed His servants, because they had 
preferred to die rather than sin. Nabuchodonosor 
ako published a decree that no one should bias-' 
pheihe against the God of the Jibws. The young 
men were advanced, to the highest dignities. 

Ohaptei^ 77.— Dai&iel and Kitljg BaltaBdHr. 

[a..m. 3466, A.C. 534.]^-!. After KabiichodonosorV 
de:ath, his grandson, Baltassar, reigned in Biabylon. 
19^0'made a great feast for his nobles and their wives. 
When they were allifull of winei, the king ordered 

What wad done to the th ree young imen f l^ow were they saved ? 

Chapter 77.— What happened to Baltassar? 

7 OT 



98 BAiriEL XVD THX IDOL BXL. 

the golden Teasels which his grandfather Nabn-> 
chodonosor had brought from the temple of Jerusa- 
)em, to be brought in, that he and his guests might 
drink from them. Whilst they were drinking, a hand 
appeared upon the wall, and wrote certain words. 

2. When Baltassar saw this, he became greatly 
troubled, and, trembling with' fear« sent for his 
soothsayers ; but no one could interpret the hand- 
writing. Then l>aniel was sent for. 

He said: '* These are the words: Hake, Thrcrl, 
Fhabbs ; and this is the interpretation : Mane — the 
days of thy kingdom are numbered, and it is at an 
end ; Theoel — ^thy merits are weighed in the balance, 
and thou art found wanting; P^ar^^-^thy kingdom 
is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.'* 

8. That same night this prophecy was fulfilled. 
The Medes and the Persians, by turning the bed 
of the river Euphrates, entered Babylon during 
the night, and Baltassar was slain, and. his king- 
dom divided. Darius, the Mede, succeeded to 
the kingdom of Babylon. 

Chapter 78.— Daniel and the Idol BeL— 1.. 

Cyrus, King of Persia, soon made himself master 

of Babylon. Qe showed much attention to Daniel,. 

and often invited him to his table. One day Cyrus. 

asked Daniel why he would not adore Bel, the god 

of the Babylonians. Daniel answered that he 

adored only the living Qod, by whom all things 

were created. 

2. But the king said : '' So is Bel a living god ; 

he eats daily a dozen measures of flour and forty 

sheep, and besides, drinks six pitchers of wine. 

But Daniel only laughed at him, and bade the 

king not be deceived, " for clay and brass could 

What was the handwriting ? Who interpxeted it ? Waa it 
fulfilled P How? 

Chapter 78.— What is said of Bel? 
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not eat.'* Then Cyrus sent for the prioftts of Bd, 
and told them what Daniel had said* 

8. The priests proposed that the king should 
himself place tlie meats before Bel, loid seal Uie 
door of the temple, and if on the morrow they 
were not eaten, then they would willingly suffer 
death. This proposition pleased Cyrua. 

4. When Cyrus had put the priests out of the 
temple, he set the meats before Bel. But Daniel, 
in the presence of the king, sifted fine ashes on 
the floor of the temple. They then closed the door, 
and sealed it with the king's ring. 

During the night, as was their custom, the priests 
entered the temple by a secret door, and, together 
with their wives and their children, eat up the 
sacrifices that were placed before the idol. 

6. Early in the morning Cyrus and Daniel came 
to the temple, and found the seals unbroken. 
When they entered, and the king saw the empty 
table, he cried out : '* Great is Bel, and he cannot 
be deceived." But Daniel pointed to the foot- 
prints that were upon the pavement. Having 
examined the place a little closer, the secret door 
was found unoer the table on which the meats had 
been placed. When the king saw how he had been 
deceived, he killed the priests, and Daniel de- 
stroyed the god Bel, and burned his temple. 

Ohapter 79l— Daniel in the Lions* Den« [a.m. 

8466, ▲<o. 684.]— !• Besides the god Bel, the Baby* 
lonians also adored a great dragon. Cyrus said 
one day to Daniel: '^However, you cannot say 
this is not a living god.*' Daniel, without dis- 
cussing the king's wordS; proposed to kill the 
dragon without sword or cliib. When Cyrus con<* 
sented,. Daniel boiled pitch and fat together, into 
^ How did Dankl andoceive Cyrus f 
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wfiieh lie mixed bair. He tben made balfs of the' 
mixture, and pitting them into thedragon^B mn^ttth/ 
tbe sO-calli^d god bnnrt asunden 

2. When* the Babylonianer heai^d wbatliad ftttp^ 

Smed/they eime in great f dry, and demiirided i/hat 
aniel be delivered up to tbem. At firart Cyru« 
refused ; but at length yielded to the fnry of th^- 
mob. ' Daniel iras deiirered to them,.8hd they east 
him into the lions' den. On purpose, xlo food war 
given to - the seren furious Irons 'that were there 
oonfined/with the hope that Daniel would be the 
sooner devoured ; bnt Daniel remained, unhurt* 

3. Aftef six days Daniel was- hungry. Now at 
this time there lived amid the ruins of Jerusalem' 
a prophet, named Habacue. He had boiled some 
pottage, and was earrying it to the reapers that 
were in the field. 

• While on the way an angel appeared to him, and 
ordered him to carry the dinner he had in his hands 
to Daniel, who wasthen in the lions' deur Habacue 
answered: ** He had never been in Babylon, and did 
not know the den of which he spoke.'' The angel 
took Habacue by the hair of the head, and with the 
rapidity of lightning carried him to Babylon, and 
placed him over the- den where Daniel was. 

4* When Daniel had eaten the dinner thus so 
miraculously sent him; he thanked God; who had 
not forgotten him in his distress. But the angel 
carried back HabacttCi and plaeed him where fa» 
had found him. 

5. On the seventh day the king eametoihe lions' 
den,and found Danielquietly^«ittingiD4he midst el 
the wild beasts^ Wheni Cyme saw this^hewatfmueh • 
astonished, and immediately caused' Dailiiel to be-' 

Chapitr 7^.— Howdid' Daniel kiU the dragon ? 19faaC was 
done to Daniel? Who brought food lo D^uiieli . How/was 
Daniel delivered f 



i^imonsit and Jai«,.p^r#eeutoi» to be thrown in, 

3^re these ivicked ^tm had fAUea^tothebattom 

of. the deq, <tbey were tocQ to pieces and devoured 

hj the «tarv^ and fuigry lioos. Xhe^Uiag alip pubr 

lished an edict, m ¥fhich he comnMUi^ed all 0a,¥.ene- 

rate and lear the Gpd pfDanie}^ hecAU^e He was 

tlie Saviour WiOrking aignsiand wood^csapon earth. 

. ^. Xjie jovMgmen in the ijfjnma^ 9A^ Dtmiel in the Uona'.den 
were slgaree of Chriet. IHniel eame fprth from the lions %u^ 
hurt; Ohrvab rose from the tomb glorious and immortal. 
Daniel remafaied with the Jews dnrittg^theit* long oaptivity to 
ooneole atid.oh^er .t^iem; eodoee Ohnet remaiawith His 
Ohnroh to mMkrd and protect her against herenemies. 

Oha|>ter SO,— The JewB Bteftom fromOap* 

tivity, [A.K..846S, A.^. 532.] — I. WhMi the seventj 
jreara of eapti?itj foretold by the prophets ^ere 
fifiisbed, Gt>d -moved theiieaFt'of Artazerzes, Ejing 
<^ the Modes and Persians^ with compassion for 
the eaptiresb In the year 532) before Christy 
Artttzerzes published an^ ediet that the Jews 
might return to Jerusaleixii and rebi^ild the tem-r 
pie of tlie Lord. 

2, XJnder the leadership of Zorobabe), a prince 
of tjie people, more than forty thousand Jews re- 
turped at this time. Artazerzes was very kind to 
them, giving them money, and restoring the vessels 
of gold and silver Nabuchodonosor had taken away. 
When the people arrived &t Jerusalem, they built 
aja altar, untiHhe temple could be ftuished. For 
twenty-one years they laboured upon the new tem* 
pie. when U was finishedi aiid the old men came to 
see it, they wept and lamented, for its magnificence 
wiMSriiot tp be^ooiparad to the temple lof Solomon. 

8. Twenty jears after 2orohahel had ,gone to 

Who were figures of 'Christ ? How* "• 

0ia|{Mr 8o.-^iUitder whom dl<i'the .ftifws murn t Whmc did 
they baild F What b said of the new templet 
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Jeranlem, Esdnw, a holy priest, gatltered together 
manT of the Jews that Btill remained in Babjlon, 
and led them back to their own country. Here, 
with the aid of hit aaintlj friend, Nehemiae, he 
•troTO to inetmet the people in the law of Ood, 
and pnrifj them from the aoominations whicli thej 
had contracted among their pagan masters. 

4. Nehemias moreover urged the people to re- 
build Jerusalem. With ready willingness they fol- 
lowed his example, and from the hign-priest to the 
least among them^ each put his hand to the work. 

When the Samaritans saw with what rapidity the 
city rose from its ashes, fearing for their own 
safety, they strove by plots and falsehoods to stop 
the work, but they failed. So earnestly did eretj- 
body work, that at the end of fifty-two daji m 
walls of Jemsalen), and the gates, and the toiren 
were finished. In time the city also was built «{• 

Chapter 81.— The Prophets after the Ci^- 

tivity. — 1. During the long captivity of Babylon, 
the prophets Jeremias, Daniel, and Ezechiel, in- 
utructea and sustained tlie Jews by their pro- 
phecies. After their return to Jerusalem, G-od 
raised up otherd to cheer and encourage His peo- 
ple. Amongst these latter were Aggeus and 
Zacharias, by whose prophecies, that the Messiah 
would one day enter' this new temple, the people 
were strongly encouraged to push on the work. 
It was in this sense they said : .*' The glory of the 
second temple will be far greater than the glory 
of the first.*^ 
2. The last of the prophets whom G-od raised up 

Who led many of the Jews back ? What did Esdras and 
Nehem^ do T What did the Samaiitahs strive to do P 

Chapter 8i.— Who were the prophets daring the eaptifi^? 
Who were after f . . 
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among tlie Jews was MalacUas, who lived about 
four hundred years before Christ. He preached 
against the hypocrites of his day, and more espe- 
cially against the priests. Malachias is remarkable 
for his celebrated prophecy : " That Qod would re- 
ject the sacrifices of the Old Law, and in their place 
institute a New Sacrifice, that would not cease from 
the rising to the setting of the sun." This pro- 
phecy is fulfilled in the sacrifice of the Mass. 

3. About the year 277 a.o. the Old Testament 
was translated from the Hebrew into Greek. This 
translation is known as the Septuagint, When 
this was done Greek was spoken everywhere ; 
hence, by this translation a knowledge of the 
•acred Scriptures, and more particularly of the 
prophecies concerning the Messiah, was scattered 
among the pagan nations. 

4. About the same time also, under the inspira- 
tion of God, a Jew named Jesus, the son of Sirachi 
wrote a book of pious sentences. The object of the 
book was to teach men truth and lead them to God. 
This book is known as the book of Ucclesiasticue. 

Ohapter 82.— Esther, [a.m. 3495, a.c. 605.] — 

1. The great kindnese, shown by the kings of Persia 
to the Jews induced many of them to remain in 
Bal^ylon. Amongst these was Esther. During the 
reign of.Assuerus, Esther lived with her uncle 
Mardochai. By chance the king saw her, and 
being much pleased with her, made her his queen. 
~ 2. Her uncle Mardochai became very uneasy, lest 
anything should happen to his adopted daughter ; 
hi^iice he stood daily before the king's palace. 
While Mardochai thus watched oyer the interest 

' What is said of Malachias ? What is the Septuagint P Who 
wrote the book of Eocl^siasticus P 

Chapter 8 a.— Tell the history of Esther. What did Mar- 
4ochai do 7 
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pf lu8 Adopjted elii|d^ he o^# ^tff^^df^^Qj^j^e^.tk qoxji- 
flDirac;, by wLii^h tw^ officers intended to ]<;iU the 
king. In«tiint1y lie warned Si^therf who tpld; Aa- 
suer ufl« The offieers were pi^t to deaih, and tli^ 
event put in. tbe anuals of the kingdom. 

3. Some time after ^i^ the king raised Aman to 
the highest digtiitieflia Uie -state* All the king'jl 
eervanta bent the kiiee before him, Id^ardochai exr 
cepted. , When Aman noticed this, he heeame 
exceedingly aqgry^, f^nd resolved on iQ}^ destfuo- 
tion of the obi9tinai;e Jew. 

4. That he mi&:ht the better accomplish his ob* 
ject, Amaa pretended tha,t the J^ws wcre.apouj; to 
revolt, and eucceeded in persuading, the king to 
publish an edict, that all of them that were in hip 
Kingdopa should on the same (Jay be p,(it to death* 
together with their wives and their clijidren, and 
all their possessions be confiscated to the cix)WjD. 

5. When If ardbchai heard the newp, he Iia0^ene4 
to Esther, and urged her to plead for her people* 
But there was a law forbidding aqy subject to pre- 
sent himself before the king unliess called. Bsther 
resolved to brave the danger. She clothed herself 
in (lermost gorgeous apparel, and begging God tp 
bless her mission, presented herself to the king 
while he was sitting on his throne* 

6. Esther threw herself at the king^s feet, bat 
fainted at sight of his angry look. When As^uerus 
saw' the distress of his queen, he relented, and de- 
scending from his throne, raiised her up and sup- 
ported her till sh^ recovered. Then the kiqg said 
to her : " Fear not, Estlier, you shalt not ^ie. 
What do you wish?** Tlie queen merely asked 
him ,to Ibring Aman with him, and cc^me the follq^* 

^hat is said of Aman ? Vital did Es^b^dQ^ What was 
the rcsal^ f 
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jug eveniDg to the b&nquet slie .^a4 pjfpsrod* 
The king protniBed to come. 

7. During tlie Dighl: tlie kii}g could not sleep, knd 
to amuse liimseir, ordered tlieanoalaof liia reign to 
.ibe read tor him. When it came to the conspirEu^ 
-which Murdocliai li&d discoveredi the king asked 
Tfhat reward Mardochai had received for wlat he 
liad done. Being answered " None," Awiienu sent 
for Aman, and asked: "What ought to be done to 
the.maa whom the king wiehed toltoiourF" 

8^' AinaQ, lliioking the king wished to honour 
li^meelf, aaid: "Tlie man whom the king would 
honour aliould be clothed in the roval rooBB, and 
be placed oq the king's horse, and the first ot the 
king's princes should walk before him, And cr; 
aloud ; ' Tims shall he be honoured whom the king 
wishes to honour.' " The king then bade Aman 
go and do to Mardochai the Jew as he had coua- 
■elled. Aman dared not disobey the king. 

9. In the meantime the hour for the queen's 
feast came on, and Aman hastened to^tt«nd. Diir* 
ing the feast the king asked ^sther what she 
wished, promising to give even tio the halfpf his 
kingdom. Tiie queen asked but for bar life and 
thelivesef her people. When the king Ifeard how 
his <oijfidence had been abused, and bow, under 
1 ihe Jews were about to be de- 

I B angry, and asked who iieA dared 

I ither answered, " Aman." 

>Be in great fury, apd calling to- 
I s, asked what he would do. But 

I n hu prepared f gibbet fifty 

I ich to h^ng Hardoc}^'* Thea 

1 lang itman op it," Th*l:Tery 

Vbucoansel (fid Aman give! ^^tf did An^ baMcn 
logoT What happened' io AmaaF ' '" 



V. . ,8«r ^poqg tfae8§']|kt^r v^afi thQ venerable Sleasmr^ 
.1^ pld,!i9flii of (i^iijfitjj^iirspfi^^^fiQd, much ear 
i^Vi^d, fpr.hw Ynr>m^P ^^ tl^® I^a^* A-utiochu? 
f^p^m^editiiffi to fjati ;th^. ^^U pf,fiwiiie, tUreat- 
ftiyug h}i;a['w^\,]i ji^th ,.\( ^ 3P^fa$ecl. P^t bia 
reliiion forbade biin to obey, and thie birave oH 
f!fimrW€^U vaXke^ 4ie tban fffo^d God. . ;i - 

4. His fri^q^g.^teoTe to persuade bii^ tp yield ; 
9^71 evemurged .bim tq/save 1^^^; life l^y pre^t^uding 
iq e^t ^e fovbidden. i}ea)^, though ho«4id' QQt^: But 
£i^a«ar:9(!K)i9i^Q4 ^^^P^it.; '- 1^ ,may deceive Rpep,'* aaid 
^s'^bm^ ;I ^(^flfonpl d€^me Q^dy aT^4iW^^^P^^ 
might lead others astray." Thci old ji^i^n fruff^red a 
^ruel.deatl^, but tri;tb tri^mpb^d^ii^ hisi sufferings. 

Chapter AS.'-'The ilartyrdaiii of tbe Serven 

Hachabee8« [a^h. 3837^ a.o. L6d.}-^1. Amengst 
others^that* were brought before Antio^hus weve 
the seven Machabees and their mother. When 
they ^ere prdeifed ^ eat the forbidden flesh of 
|;he swine, they veftL8ed,and said they would rather 
die than bre^tk the law« of G-od. 

2. Wiien the king heard .tbisVlie bai^ame very 
angi^y and ordered the •seven bnoth^rsito bo beaten 
with rods. :B4it the heroic youths etiill- refusing to 
obey, Antioohns commanded frying-fpanp and 
brasep cauldrons to be made hot. Then the eze- 
tttttioners seised the eldest and cutout his tongue; 
after this they tore off the skin from his head, and 
cboppedoff'his' hands aud'hia feet, and at last threw 
him into the redhot, frying'tpan. His mother and 
l|iabroiharai8tood encoiiragiDg him^ and exhorting 
l(im to- fveiriieifere. 

8. When the first was dead, 1M teoond oldest 

What U-said of Bleazar F 

Chapter 85.— What is said 4f the Mafihabeofi ? How was At 
ddtac Brother ptttia.dsath'? 
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^as brought, ahd iht Bkin of his hiead also ^ulffed 
off. He, too, was asked if he would ea!t the fdr*^ 
bidden merit; but-he boldly answered" No." H* 
was tormented as his'brothet' had been. Th6*tiiii'^ 
and the fourth, as also' the fifth and the siktb, will- 
irigly'bffered themselves to the execiitiohers, aiii 
died Jjr'oclaiihing theit*. faith in Gtoi^ and theii* 
hopes of etertaal happiiless: 

4. The youngest still remained. The kin'g hoped 
by kindness" to win him' over. He promised 'hi ifit 
honours' and riches-, even hilsov^h friendship, if'hti 
tronld renounce this Jewish religion ; but he wottlif 
not yield. Then the king eihorted the mother tof 
persuade her son to save his life, but she only^he 
more encotiragted her child to be a worthy Stie^ 
dessor of his six martyred brothers. 

6. While his mother was yet speaking to Mrii',' 
be' boldly cried out: "I will not obfey the kiiigy 
Dbr will I break the law of God.** When the king 
heard this, he was greatly incensed, and ordered^ 
him to be more cruelly tormented than any of the' 
rest. Last of all the mother suffered death with' 
the same heroic constancy that baid marked' the^ 
BuflPeringiEr of her seven noble soiis. 

Chapter' 86.^1Cathatlhia^ and Judas STli- 

Chabetll [A.2f. 8888, a.c. I'ea.]-^!. During the' 
reign of Ai^tiochtis, there* liVed'iii' Jtidea a priest' 
xiamed Mathathias; whdhad five son^. When he^ 
saw the abominations that wel'e committed against' 
tbeLaw, and the cruelties with which thep^bple* 
were oppressed, he resolved to free his! coiinti^y;' 
Calling upon all thdfie't^ho would defend the'Ea^lf^ 
of God to follow himj he fled with his i^otas tiki, 
many others into the mouii tains. ' 

How was ehc second eldest prit to death ? HWdW thie bthcVs 
die ? How did the king act toward the yoiin^^t.^ ^h'at i^vtaiP 
done to the mother? 
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9* At first lie was contaat with overthrowing 
the idols and the altars oiF the pagan gods ; then, 
as his iiumbe^s increased, he began to make war 
on the enemies of his country^ 

After his death the leadership fell upon his son 
Judas, who, because of his invincible courage, was 
called Machabeus. Bold as a lion, he met and van- 
quished the generals of Antiocbus one after another. 

3. He also retook Jerusalem, and purified the 
temple. The altar was consecrated anew, amid 
the sounds of harps, and lutes, and cymbals ; tlie 
sacrifices were restored, and a great feast was 
appointed to celebrate his victories. 

4. When Antiocbus heard of the success of the 
Machabees, he became very angrj. Ghathering 
together an immense army, he resolved to lead it 
himself against Jerusalem, and for ever destroy the 
place ; but God's judgments overtook him on the 
way. One day he fell from his chariot and hurt him- 
self very badly. His sores putrefied, and worms be- 
gan to crawl out of his wounds, the fiesh fell off from 
his bones, and the whole body sent forth a stench 
insupportable to himself as well as all around him. 

5. When Antiocbus saw how grievously he 8uf> 
fered, he acknowledged the hand of Gbd in his 
punishment, and. hoping to escape death, humbled^ 
himself and lamented his cruelty. He even pro- 
mised to repair as far ias he could the evils he had 
done. But his repentance was insincere, and G-od 
listened not to his prayer. He died amid the 
moibt cruel torments, leaving to the world a fright- 
ful example of the justice of God. 

6. After his dea^^h his non strove to re-conquer 
Judea; but the Machabees, trusting in God, 

Chapter 86.— What is said of Mathathias? What is said 
of J.^das Idacbabeua ? How did Antiqchus die f 
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assem'bled their followers, and went forth to battle. 
In the heat of the eDgagement suddenly there came 
from heaven five men, whose armour shone as the 
sun, and whose horses were covered with golden 
harness. Two placed themselves on either side of 
Judas, whilst tne other three hurled darts on the; 
enemy; at the same time the lightning flashed in the 
faces of the Syrians. Stunned and confounded, 
many fell to the ground, whilst the others turned 
and fled. The enemy left twenty thousand in- 
fantry and six thousand cavalry dead upon the field. 

7. After many victories, Judas established the 
independence of his country; yet not without loss. 
Many of the Jews were killed ; but on examining 
the bodies of the dead, there were found concealed 
under their coats offerings that had been stolen 
from the temples of the pagan idols. Then all 
knew the cause of their death. 

8. When Judas saw why they had been punished 
he did not despair, but, trusting in the power of 
prayer and the mercy of Ood, he sent twelve thou- 
sand drachms of silver to Jerusalem, that sacrifices 
might be offered for them, sajiog: ^^ It is a holy 
and wholesome thought to pray for the dead.'* 

Chapter 87.-~7roia tlie Machabeesto Je^us 

ObxisC — 1. After the death of the pious and 
heroic Judas, his brothers, one after another, were 
placed at the head of the nation. Under their 
wise guidance, many victories were won and peace 
established, and Judea began again to flourish. 
Unhappily, their successors did not walk in their 
footsteps, and gradually the inconstant Jews fell 
again into sin. 

How was the son of Antiochus defeated f What did Judas 
send to .lerusalem ? W hy P 

Chapter 87.— What is said of the latter history of the Jews? 
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' 2. l^he nation, howevei^, still recognized the on& 
true God, and exteriorly observed the forms of 
the Law, but the hearts of the people were far 
from God. 

Two sects rose up among them: one, the hypo- 
critical PAam>^«; the other, the incredulous Sad- 
ducees. The former placed all perfection in the 
exterior observance of the law ; the latter denied 
much that was in the law, more' particularly the 
resurrection of the dead. 

3. Beyond Judea the world was buried in idola- 
try and abomination; cruelty and oppression were 
everywhere, and mankind longed for the coming of 
the Messiah. There remained but one thing more, 
— the fulfilment of the prophecy made by Jacob 
to his son Juda ; and this was not long delayed. 

4. The successors of the Machabees lived in con- 
tinual war, civil, as well as foreign } brother fought 
against brother,' murder and rapine replaced peace 
and honesty. As a last hope the Bomans were 
called in to arbitrate between the parties. Soon they 
filled the country with their armies; the govern- 
ment was seized upon, and Herod, a stranger, ap- 
pointed king of the Jews. Thus perished the king- 
doiB of Judea*; the sceptre hiLd- passed from the 
tribe of Juda. Thd tiibe' was come when the Mes- 
siah, the Sarioiir, our Lord Jesus Christ, sh6u\d 
coHie'tcl blesd the world and siiVe mankilid,t6 whom 
be p^ise add ' benediction for! ever and ever. 

Who Wiere the Pharidees P Who were the Sadducees ? What 
is said of the world in general ? What alone was wanting ? 
Who were broag^ht'ihto 'Judea ?^ Why? Who' was made 
king t For wliom was the time come ? 
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